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Ch »« «cal weapons seized in Algeria 

A ■■■ desafoed as a mercenary was eaasht trying to 
■fafafe hi cnU be Med far dierical and bioteekfa 

-SS5S' ^SSKiSB? 1 I * Bo ”*•*“** **“<fay- Ifa radto MeMHM 

3-1,1 1,6 w * s m»tei Friday fa 
if Algiers. It Mid jieKryfftnad 
201 net of “prodaefe ned ftr the Muktota of shaded md Msloekd 
w ra p y ” M i t i W m Us adberi. It said B wdnn nf also had what was 
dMffribMl « vmMo few aboard. It described Uni as a “ftraicr 
fcwfci," the word ned far Algerian who sided wifi) the French dorfae 

Mvgirtw* hating fa fa d rp e ndra t e fa 1962. Tfe ratie ri» add 
JnMvaifft wi a ntrtau^ but did hot say who he nMt be fighting far 
crwten ^oa a» y heaawhaa.Bfa cargo was deaerfbed as “Mgj U ytoiie,” 
tet fte radfa rqmrt tBd iiot ^rc a^y detafa or tew it mtefa be Med far 

cfaMkal or hWa g tea l combat. The radio ate did not say whether 
BaicteMtf bad been charged, and n raforartn was andahk fai- 
eoedtedty from nmhnrttka. 



E. Germans continue pr o tests 

gypira (AP 1 ) — Thousands of East German reform activists protested fa 
Lefagfa Monday tt&A to restate thek demands far democr a t i c diaages. 
Wot German tetevfafaa reported. The protest came on the eve of 
r ^amri d p»rty chief Egon Kresz’s trip to Moscow far tab with Soviet 
President KDkhafl Gorhactev. Wot Ger many' s ZDF tdevtafan network 
sal d m hundred tboanad” people bad fakes to the streets in 
iWpri-_ The demonstration fa Leipzig fa recent weeks have been ^ the 
iaraest fa the aaflon’s 48-year history. Last week, 300,000 protested to 
pressme the new Communis* le a dership to adopt democratic reforms. East 
Germany’s state-nm news agtecy ADN tale Monday confirmed that Kraz 
would travel fa Moscow Taesday. Krew replaced hard Baer Erich 
<*— BS P iimni nniri Party «— <w Oct. 18. Stare then, officials have 
iw w M an campaign of dialogue and openness aimed at 

winnin g p nhBf had . In a speech fa oStv? academy graduates Monday, 
Krenz rrrtfirmfd die ffru^n dnt party's hafa g role in society, saying it 
was “at the head of qnaHtative changes going on...” 
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Crown Prince outlined major challenges facing the Kingdom 

* Jordan needs self-reliance strategy' 


IRBID (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday emphasised the need 
of a self-education and self- 
reliance' strategy that would 
help Jordan deal with chal- 
lenges of the .home. 

“Tins course of action can be 
best brought about through full 
pa rtici pa ti o n of Jordanian uni- 
versities, which can interact 
with dm local communities,” 
Prince Hassan said at a meeting 
with acad e micians at Jordan 
University of Science and Tech- 
nology (JUST). 

In reviewing the future needs 
of- Jordan and means to meet 
die requirements of the next 
decade. Prince Hassan said, 
Jordan confronts six major 

The first, the change in the 
Jordanian society's behavioural 
patterns towards a society bent 


pn construction. “The country 
is facing increasing pressures 
winch require a real change in 
our socio-economic behaviour, 
so that we can repay our exter- 
nal debts,” redu ce the deficit in 
the fiscal budget, regulate tax 
payments and our consump- 
tion,” Prince Hassan said. 

He said the country was in 
(fire need of a change in atti- 
tude towards higher education 
and university degrees, an end 
to its excessive spending, con- 
centration on productive work 
and involvement of die Jorda- 
nian workforce in any available 
job opportunities. 

The second challenge facing 
Jordan, the Prince said, con- 
cerns matters involving the sti- 
mulation of the national eco- 
nomy. These should be handled 
in a national «ptrr» and through 
interaction within the society's 


various potentials. Jordan, 
added, should be able to rely/ 
its own r es our ces and its 
capabilities in the 
sustainable development 
The third challei 
Prince said, concer n ed 
central geographical 
and the country’s " 
safeguarding higher 
interests. Jordan, 
noted, strives to 
internal as well 



on 
i-Arab 
Prince 
an 
external 


eqiriEbrimn and fit die same 
time seeks to honour its com- 
mitments and to maintain its 
unique positionAnd enhamw. its 
security and stability in the face 
of mounting /regional threats 
and proposed solutions for re- 
gional issnopit the 'expense of 
the Kingdom’s stability. 

Prince Hassan said the fourth 
challenge was represented in 
the ongoing re-adjustment 


programme designed to con- 
struct a sound economic fram- 
work. “This is a temporary and 
passing phase and would come 
out successfully if we im- 
plemented sound plans,” die 
Prince said. 

The fifth challenge, he said, 
lies In confronting die extremist 
tendencies in society. “This, be 
said,” “can be countered by 
enhancing the elements of con- 
structive pluralism and offering 
the opportunity for all initia- 
tives.” 

Prince Hassan underlined the 
role of the youth in the ded- 
saon-malring process. 

He said that the country's 
sixth challenge was represented 
in facing future burdens with 
meagre resources and a grow- 
ing population. He said the 
Kingdom was expected to be 
inhabited by 4.5 milli on people 


by tibe end of the present cen- 
tury when the total number of 
its school students will rise to 
over 1.5 milli on. 

Jordan's current water con- 
sumption rate stands at 700 
mQhon cubic metres and it is 
bound to double and its energy 
requirements win increase to 60 
million barrels of ofl up from 
the present 22 million, the 
Prince added. He said Jorda- 
nians would need 150,000 more 
bousing units and the work- 
force will rise to 1.25 million up 
from 650,000 by the year of 
2000. 

Prince Hassan replied to 
questions in an open dialogue, 
which was attended by the pres- 
ident of JUST and Yarmouk 
University as well as heads of 
departments in both universi- 
ties and other officials. 


Israel to close W. Bank schools 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel is to dose 
schools in the occupied West 
Bank for two months from Nov. 
13, the occupation . authorities 
announced Monday. 

The move means classes will be 
shut during the first anniversary 
of the- Nov. 15 declaration of a 
Palestinian state and the second 
anniversary of the start of the 
uprising in the occupied territor- 
ies Dec. 9. 

The brad of rise West Bank 
“civil administration,” Brigadier 
General Shaik e Erez, announced 
that the current academic year, 
delayed brngafaigd dosureof- 
schools, would end on Nov. l and 
examinations would be held be- 
tween Nov. 4 and 13. 

' He said the new school year 
would begin next Jan. 10. 

Israel has kept West Barrie 


schools and universities dosed for 
most of the 22-month-old up- 
rising. 

In ano ther move, Israel is to 
end* six weeks of property sei- 
zures from Palestinians refusing 
to pay taxes in the West Bank 
town of Beit Sahour, despite fail- 
ing to break the revolt, sources 
said Monday. 

“The operation will be com- 
pleted tomorrow (Tuesday),” a 
source told Reuters. 

Troops and tax coDectras have 
confiscated cars, fnmitnre and 
gbods w o rth about $15 million 
from residents of the middle-class • 
town new Be thleh e m , parking 
international protests. 

The area has been under siege 
since early September with troops 
tu rning away journalists, foreign 
consuls and clergymen. At least 
30 merchants have been arrested 


and face trial for non-payment of 
income and value added tax. 

The residents adopted the slo- 
gan of the 18th century American 
re v olution against British colonial 
rule: “No taxation without repre- 
sentation.” 

The army gave no explanation 
for calling off the seizures, less 
than a mouth after Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin vowed to 
break the tax rebels and “teach 
them a lesson.”" 

An Israeli court Monday sent-, 
diced a Palestinian to jail for life 
16 times for lolling 16 people by 
forcing their bus from a highway 
into a ravine. " •/} ' 

Abdul Hadi Ghnexm pleaded 
guilty to all counts, induding 
attempted murder , of 24 other 
passengers. 

Beside the life terms, to run 
concurrently, the court sentenced 


the attacker to 20 years’ impris- 
onment on each of 24 charges of 
attempted murder. 

Ghneim’s attack was the 
bloodiest incident of the 22- 
montb-old Palestinian revolt. 

In protests in the occupied ter- 
ritories Monday, the correspon- 
dent for the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corporation (CBC) was shot 
in the leg by an Israeli soldier, a 
network spokesman said. 

Jean-Francois Lepine was film- 
ing a el»<h in Gaza City between 
stone-throwing Palestinians and 
Israeli troops when he was struck 
by a rubber bullet, said Richard 
Bronstein, a- CBC producer. • 

Lepine had his wound stitched 
at a United Nations clinic and was 
driven to Khan Younis hospital 
for further examination. 

Military sources Monday -re- 
pented die death of a West Bank 


Palestinian injured in a dash with 
troops five days ago. 

Hussein Ziad 7-aharan Hasami, 
24, was hit by a plastic bullet 
while preparing to hurl a rock at 
soldiers in Faraa refugee camp 
near Nablus, they said. 

Local Palestinians said troops 
shot Hasami in the back with live 
ammunition. 

The Israeli annyjvill soon be- 
gin deploying observation bal- 
loons equipped with cameras to 
pinpoint pr otests and other anti- 
Israeli activities stemming from 
the uprising, Israeli newspaper 
reported Monday. 

The anuy spokesman’s office 
declined co mm ent on the reports, 
which said the unmanned bal- 
loons will be floated over refugee 
camps anti other areas and tras- 
mit live photos to ground forces. 


Soviets hint at flexibility 
in Mideast peace efforts 


CAIRO (R) — A top Soviet 
envoy, visiting Egypt to raise 
Moscow's profile in Middle East 
peace efforts, hinted Monday 
that rise Soviet Union might 
adopt a more flexible stance to 
break the deadlock. 

Moscow was traditionally in- 
sisted that a full-scale peace con- 
ference should be convened to 
resolve the Arab-Isradi conflict. 

But Foreign Ministry official 
Gennady Tarasov indicated that 
the Soviet Union might also con- 
sider other proposals, indnding a 
U.S. formula for bringing Palesti- 
nians and Israelis together at a 
negotiating table in 

“I 

are all worth discussing/ 
told reporters after meeting 
Egyptian presidential adviser 
Osama A1 Baz. 

The United States has been 
trying to encourage Palestinians 
and Israelis to meet for what 
could be limited preliminary talks 
on elections in the Israeli-occu- 
pied territories. 

The elections would choose 
Palestinians to hold further nego- 
tiations cm an overall settlement. 

Bui both Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) have strong reservations 
about the proposal , which centres 


on a five-point formula put by 
U.S. Secretary erf State James 
Baker.- 

Diplomats said Moscow coukl 
provide some dunce of a break- 
through, both because of its im- 
proved relations with Washington 
and because of its more flexible 
stance on foreign policy issues. 

“I think they have an impor- 
tant role,” said retired diplomat 
Salah Bassiouni, Egypt's ambas- 
sador to Moscow until the end of 
last year. 

“They used to be adamant on 
an international conference as a 
.prerequisite for peace but it 
seems they are adopting a more 
flexible stance.” 

Tarasov, who was later to bold 
talks with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Megnid, 
said tie Soviet -Union was still 
also pressing its drive for a full- 
scale peace conference. “It is 
very much ahve and kicking,” he 
said. 

Asked if Syria should also be 
involved in peace efforts, he said: 
“It would be idle to suooose one 


can even think of achieving a 
comprehensive settlement in the 
Middle East without involving all 
the parties concerned i 
Syria." 


Algerian quakes kill 23 , 
leave thousands homeless 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Two 
earthquakes struck northern 
Algeria minutes apart, killing at 
least 23 people and injuring 194, 
authorities said Monday. 

The official radio quoted In- 
terior Ministry sources as saying 
die death toil had climbed, to 30, 
but offici als said that could taot be 
confirmed. 

The temblors, at 8:15 p.m. 
(1915 GMT) and 8:27 p.m. (1927 
GMT) Snnoay, were estimated at 
6.0 and 4.6 on the Richter scale 
by die National Centre of Astro- 
nomy and Geophysics in Algiers. 
Seismolog ists originally said the 
second quake also registered at 
6.0 but later . lowered the 
measurement. 

Most of thote killed were in tire 
Tipasa region .about 70 
kilometres west of Algiers and in 
the town of Gnmfrell on the 
Mediterranean coast 100 
kilometres west of the capital, the 
Interior Ministry said. 

Interior Ministry officials said 
the death count at midmommg 
Monday was 23 and that 19 peo- 
ple died m collapsing bmkfings in 
the Trpasa-Churcheu area. 

Several hundred angry resi- 
dents blocked a main road at the 


quake-hit town of A1 Nador, west 
of Algiers, Monday morning to 
protest what they said was a 
feeble reaction by local officials. 

The quake reduced to rabble 
19th century farmhouses set 
among rolling hills and rich farm- 
land in what used to be a major 
wine-growing region for French 
colonists. 

Entire families were killed. 
Traumatised villagers told of 
flying refrigerators and chests of 
drawers, screaming women and 
children. 

“It was a massacre,” said 21- 
year-old Mohammad Benctaama, 
who like the other 7,000 residents 
of A1 Nador spent the night under 
the stars for fear of farther 
quakes. 

The Interior Ministry said that 
19 people died in the quake zone 
and four in the capital, were six 
buildings collapsed and five 
caught fire, mainly ini the old 
casbah. 

At least 196 people were in- 
jured, tiie ministry said in a re- 
port distributed by the official 
news agency APS. 

Officials said the toll could rise 
as news filtered in from isolated 


villages in the coastal mountains. 

Belkacem Tennelfel told Reu- 
ters he was having dinner when 
the quake rocked his newly com- 
pleted house in A1 Nador and 
sent appliances, glasses and suit- 
cases flying. y y . 

“The house swayed from right 
to left I heard children crying 
and bottles smashing. I rushed to 
get tiie childr en and fed through 
the staircase wall which was no 
longer there,” he told Reuters. 

Prime Minister Mouloud Ham- 
rouche paid a midni ght visit to A1 
Nador, one of the worst hit 
towns, and a crisis centre was set 
up in Tipaza, 12 kilometres away. 

A mother and three of her four 
chfldren were crashed to death in 
their ageing colonial farmhouse 
in A1 Nador while preparing to 
sleep. 

One resident, 60-year-old 
Kbayat Fatima, was in tiie cour- 
tyard of her farmhouse after 
evening prayers when the top 
floor collapsed on top of her, 
tiffing her instantly. 

Another family was wiped out 
in nearby Skfi Moussa, where 13 
of the deaths occurred, state 
radio reported. 


Peres accuses partners of procrastination 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Vice- 
Prcnrier Shimon Peres acc nse d 
hw par tner s in ferad’s coalition 
go v ernm ent Monday of wasting 
fhni* by avoiding a decision on 
U.S. -proposed talks about 
P alestinian elections. 

He aid there was “almost 
pathetic” quibbling over tiie 
terms for the projected tails with 
Palestinians on elections in the 
occ upie d West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. _ . 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shanar 
and Foreign Minister Moshe 
Areas, both of the rightist liknd 
pany r tore objected to two of the 
fore p oi nts in U.S. Secretary of. 
State James Baker’s formula for 
Pakstiaua-Isaefi talks in Cairo. 

"Tire gowamnent erf farad nev- 
er decided to reject Baker’s in- 
itiative and never decided to 

accept ft, w said Feres, head of the 

Labour party, junior partner in 


the coalition. 

“We have to decide on steps, if 
we want a meeting or noL We 
shouldn't just , waste tune,” he 
said on ferae! radio after leaving 
hospital where he was treated for 
a urinary infection. 

Israel has asked Baker to 
amend his formula to give it a 
veto over tiie Palestinian dele- 
gates and to ensure that the talks 
cover only load’s own proposal 


tones. 

Arens defended Ins 
in a speech to a meeting i 
fundraisers, saying Israel was 
under pressure to break fts vow 
never to negotiate with the Pales- 
tine liberation Organisation 


*5SL 


might seem like a rin> 

task, setting the ground roles 
a meeting to cBscuss election 
prooednre^fe not simple at .all,” 


Azmis said. 

“It has taken three weeks of 
letters and telephone calls frying 
to arrive at an agreed formula- 
tion. We are not there yet. I hope 
we wfll be there- 1 think we may 
be getting do se. ” 

A foreign ministzy spokesman 
said Monday that Baker had not 
yet sent Arens any modifications 
erf bis five-point proposal for 
talks. 

Tito spokesman said he be- 
hoved Baker was disciissiqg the 
issue with Egypt- - 
Arens and Baker last talked 
Friday, the spokesman said. He 
described the conversation as a 
“positive one.” 

Arens told the gathering that it 
was diffienh to reach an agree- 
ment. on prefimmary talks. 

Tim conflict within the coali- 
tion came against a backdrop of 
concern over relations with the 


United States. 

Reports of American frustra- 
tion at Israel’s stance on the 
proposed election talks were fol- 
lowed last week by U.S. media 
charges that Israel had supplied 
nudear weapons expertise and 
U.S. mihtaiy technology to South 
Africa. ' 

The Democratic and Republi- 
can leaders in tiie U.S. Senate 
both expressed concern Sunday 
about possible feraefoSouth Afri- 
can cooperation in nuclear 
weapons. 

Senate majority leader George 
Mitchell did, if the report were 
true, Washington should “strong- 
ly express its. displeasure.” 
Among the options would be 
cutting aid, Ik said, although that 
was unlikely. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin repeated Israeli denials of 
the alleged ties to South Africa 


and dismissed tiie reports as lies 
deliberately spread in 
Washington. 

“I don’t want to get into the 
motivation or the timing of those 
who leaked or published tins,” 
Rabin told Israel radio. 

Israel’s alleged nuclear capabil- 
ity, interpreted the reports as a 
sign of American displeasure with 
Shamir’s government. 

U.S. President Gcdrge Bush, 
while not confirming Israeli- 
South African midear coopera- 
tion, said Saturday such an 
arrangement would “co mplicate ” 
U.S. relations with the Zionist 
state. 

Rabin told Israel’s cabinet Sun- 
day that the media reports were 
untrue. 

Cabinet Secretary Elyalrim 
Rubinstein said Rabin raised the 
issue at a security briefing. 





LEBANESE hawchcappeU on Friday raise placards 
condemnaig the abduction of two Swiss Interna- 
tional Red Cross (ICRC) workers in South Leba- 


non. The handicapped called for an immediate 
release of the two ICRC workers. 


Ibrahimi seeks secure venue 
for Lebanese MPs to meet 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — An 
Arab League envoy opened talks 
with rightist forces on Beirut’s 
battle-scarred green line on Mon- 
day, attempting to ensure the 
safety of. parliament when it 
meets to endorse political re- 
forms and elect a president. 

General Michel Aoun's milit- 
ary government in Lebanon’s 
Christian enclave rejects the 
Arab peace plan but security 
sources said .his officer on the 
spot accepted the principle of 
creating a neutral zone around 
the Mansour Palace, where the 
deputies would meet next week. 

Details of the proposed safety 
zone around the building were 
not, however, settled, the sources 
said. 

Algerian observers and officers 
from tire western side of the 
green line also took part in Mon- 
day's meeting with Arab League 
troubleshooter I^ikhdar Ibra- 

himi 

• Asked by a reporter whether 
parliament could meet by Nov. 7, 
Ibrahimi replied: “Yes, I think 
so.” 

The peace plan — the latest 
attempt to end a 14-year dvfl war 
— includes a shift of political 
power from Christians to Leba- 
non’s Muslim majority. 

It was agreed by Christian and 
Muslim members of parliament in 
the Saudi Arabian townofTaif. 

Aoun has threatened to dis- 
solve pariiament or suspend the 
constitution to block the next 


stage, iu which the deputies 
would endorse the political re- 
forms' and elect a president after 
an interregnum of more than a 
year. • 

Iran null- back Lebanon’s Mus- 
itms in opposing the Arab plan, Fore- 
ign Minister Ah Akbar Velayati 
said Monday. 

Speaking on Tehran Radio af- 
ter a two-day visit to Syria, 
Velayati said the plan was patent- 
ly discriminatory because it gave 
Lebanon's Muslims only an equal 
share of seats in parliament and 
cabinet with the Christians. 

He said that after talks in 
Damascus with Islamic and 
nationalist Lebanese groups he 
concluded “they were, without 
exception, unhappy about results 
of the Taif meeting and were 
determined to resist it.” 

“We reassured them that the 
Islamic Republic of Iran stands 
by them and backs the just de- 
mand of Lebanon’s Muslims and 
nationalists to abolish the secta- 
rian system.” 

But Velayati made dear that 
Iran supported Syrian involve- 
ment in Lebanon. 

“In fighting Zionism and 
Maronism, Syria win have the 
Islamic Republic of Iran by its 
side and tiie presence of Syrian 
troops in Lebanon is a defence of 
Muslim forces,” Tehran Radio, 
monitored in Nicosia, quoted 
Velayati as saying. 

Velayati’s deputy, AH Moham- 
mad Besharati, said in remarks 


published Monday that the Taif 
pact endorsed the Maronite 
Christian hold on power in 
Lebanon. 

“The Lebanese crisis will not 
be solved- unless- the communal 
system in the war-torn country is 
ended and an all embracing con- 
stitution which takes the popula- 
tion factor into consideration is 
adopted,” he said in an interview 
with the daily Jomhuri E&lami. 

Besharati said Iran did not 
want to interfere in the internal 
affairs of Lebanon. “But being 
interested in the affairs of Mus- 
lims is an indispensable part of 
our constitution and Islamic prin- 
ciples which cannot be ignored," 
he added. 

Hostage pledge 

Leaders of Christian and Mus- 
Hm factions in Beirut both 
pledged to do what they can to 
win the freedom of Western hos- 
tages, U.S. Congresswoman 
Mary Rose Oakar said after re- 
turning from a trip to Lebanon. 

Aoun, whose forces control 
east Beiruti and acting Prime 
Minister Salim A1 Hoss in west 
Beirut, met separately with' 
(Dakar and Congressman Nick 
Rahall Saturday. 

(Dakar, an Ohio Democrat, 
said she told both leaders that 
Friday was the fifth birthday in 
captivity for America’s longest- 
held hostage, Associated Press 
chief Middle East correspondent 
Terry Anderson. 


Iran, Iraq willing to restart 
peace talks but no sign of shift 


NICOSIA ( AP) — Both Iran and 
Iraq said Monday they hoped 
United Nations envoy Jan Eliasr 
son could break the deadlock in 
the Gulf war pecce talks, but 
neither in cheated flexibility on the 
issues that have plagued the 
negotiations for over a year. 

Eliasson is due in Iraq Tuesday 
to start a new round of shuttle 
diplomacy between Baghdad and 
Tehran. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati said Iran wel- 
comed the U.N. effort and Ali 
Mohammad Besharati, deputy 
foreign minister, said in an inter- 
view with the daily Jomhuri Isla- 
nd that Tehran expects him to 
find a formula for resuming the 
talks. 

But Besharati stressed that the 
U.N. Security Council should 
force Iraq to withdraw from 2,000 
square kilometres of Iranian 
territory captured in the weeks 
before the eight-year war ended 
in a ceasefire Aug. 20, 1988. 

IBs remarks to the govern- 
ment-run paper were carried by 
the official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA), U.N.* 
ceasefire observers estimate the 
Iraqis hold around 1,000 square 


kilometres of Iranian territory. 

In Baghdad, A1 Joumhouriya 
newspaper said .Iraq would 
cooperate with Eliasson. 

“Stemming from Iraq’s keenness 
to achieve peace with Iran, Iraq 
will respond favourably with the 
new U.N. move and will folly 
cooperate with the secretary- 
general’s envoy,” the govern- 
ment-run paper said in a front- 
page editorial. 

■ A1 Joumhouriya stressed that 
Iran’s refusal to enter direct 
negotiation with Iraq and its re- 
fusal to release prisoners of war 
remain the major obstacles block- 
ing the peace talks. 

Iraq said Saturday that Iran’s 
reluctance to commit itself to the 
peace process was underscored 
when it attacked an Iraqi tugboat, 
killing one crewman, in the 
northern waters of the Gulf last 
Wednesday. 

Tran denied its forces had fired 
on the tugboat, although its navy 
was conducting manoeuvres in 
the strategic waterway at the 
time. 

• U.N. officials in Baghdad said 
Eliasson, special representative 
of Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, was not carrying any 


proposals for the two-to- 
-week shuttle. 

But Western diplomatic 
sources in Baghdad said the U.N. 
envoy would cocentra te his mis- 
sion on convolving the two coun- 
tries to start an immediate ex- 
change of prisoners of wer and 
will attempt to convince the Ira- 
qis to withdraw from the Iranian 
territory it holds. 

Iraq proposed last month that a 
prisoner exchange begin in isola- 
tion from the political negotia- 
tions, but Iran insist that Iraq 
should withdraw from its territory 
first. 

The deadlock has left an esti- 
mated 100,000 prisoners of war 
(PoWs) held by both sides lan- 
guishing in prison camps. Only a 
few hundred afling and disabled 
PoWs have been exchanged. 

- The peace talks have also bog- 
ged down in a dispute over the 
Shatt A1 Arab waterway, tiie 
southern boundary between the 
two countries. 

Baghdad insists there can be no 
advance in the peace process until 
Iran allows tiie waterway, Iraq’s 
main- outlet to tiie Gim, to be 
reopened. 
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Khartoum to respect truce 
despite loss of border town 


'KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudan’s military government, fait 
by the first major battlefield de- 
feat since seizing power in a June 
coup, said Monday it was still 
committed to a unilateral cease- 
fire with southern rebels. 

“The armed forces will be com- 
mitted to the declared ceasefire 
except when it is facing aggres- 
sion Qnef- off-Staff Lieute- 
nant-General Ishaq Ibrahim 
Omar told the Sudan News Agen- 
cy (SUNA). 

Troops withdrew from A1 Knr- 
xnuk in Blue NDe province due to 
heavy shelling by rebels of the 
Sudan People’s liberation Army 
(SPLA) from inside Ethiopia. 
Tire army vowed to retake the 
town. 

State Radio Omdurman said 
the governor of the central region 
where the abandoned town is 
located has declared a state of 
mobilisation to assist the army 
recapture it The town was held 
briefly by the SPLA two years ago. 

It was the first major setback 
for the army since a 15-man 
militaiy junta led by General 
Omar Hassan A1 Bashir seized 


in Khartoum in June, 
lir announced the latest ceas- 
efire last week. It will end Dec. 4. 

Diplomats said the junta 
appeared to be preparing for all- 
out hostilities in the south by the 
end of the year. 

They sMd arms and amnmni- . 
tion were arriving in Sudan from 
fTifna, Libya and Iraq. Bashir has* 
■visited Baghdad twice in die four 
months he has been in power. 

Omar said troops would con- 
tinue to repulse attacks by die 
SPLA and strengthen the 60,000- 
strong army. 

The resumption of hostilities in 
December would coincide with 
die end of the rainy season when 
both sides could move with rela- 
tive ease in most southern areas. 

The SPLA says it is fighting to 
end what it sees as die unjust 
domination of the south by die 
north. It wants' Sudan governed 
by secular rather than religious 
Sharia laws. \ 

The only round of peace talks 
held between the SPLA and die 
junta in Addis Ababa in August 
ended in failure. 

The SPLA, which has an esti- 


mated 50,000 men, has captured 
at least one dozen army garrison 
towns in the south over the past 
year alone. It has besieged Juba, 
the largest southern town, since 
February. 

In Khartoum, diplomats re- 
ported tension between police 
and the junta over Bashir’s sud- 
den retirement this month 

of police chiefs and scores of 
officers. 

The sackings followed a peti- 
tion written by so far unknown 
policemen complaining about 
what they described as tbe army’s 
interference is police work, die 
diplomats said. 

“There is mounting tension be- 
tween tbe two skies," one said. 

Diplomats and Sudanese 
sources said it was now virtnally- 
impossibfe for Sudanese women 
to travel abroad unacco mpani ed 
by male chaperons — a husband, 
a brother or a father. 

With exit visas already difficult 
to obtain for all Sudanese regard- 
less of their sex, they said the new 
curbs on women’s travel was 
probably yet another sign of the 

militant Mamie leaning of several 



junta members. 

Earlier tins month, the gov- 
ernor of Khartoum decreed that 
all shops and re sta uran ts dose 
down for two hours on Fridays 
doling the weekly prayers. 

Egypt said Monday it was 
trying to get the two rides in 
Sudan’s dvfl war to resume peace 
talks. 

At the same time. President 
Hostd Mubarak sent a senior 
mini ter to Khartoom to assure 
Bashir of Egypt’s support. 

In Cairo, the state minister for 
foreign affairs, Butros G faaH , 
in a statement that Egypt was 
“following with intereslrthe bat- 
tlefield situation at Kurmufc. 


Turkey, Bulgaria 
begin Kuwait talks 


KUWAIT (R) — Turkey and 
Bulgaria met in Kuwait Monday 
for their first high-level talks 
since more than 300,000 ethnic 
Turks fled from Bulgaria to Tur- 
key last summer. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mesut Yihnaz described die first 
two-hour session as 


reached. From this point we win 
continue," he told Reuters. 


en- 


couraging. 
Turkish i 


d i plomats said it dealt 
exclusively with the problem of 
.Bulgaria’s 15 million member' 
Turkish minority, efispeffing their 
: fears die Bulgarians would raise a 
wide range of bilateral issues. 

Bulgaria Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Georgj Yordanov declined to 
make a statement, telling repor- 
ters to be patient. 

The two minis ter met alone. A' 
second round of talks was plan- 
ned in the afternoon. 

“This is the first meeting. We 
hope tiie meeting, is like a bridge’’ 
to cross the water,** said Kuwaiti 
Foreign Minuter Sheikh Sabah 
A1 Ahmad A! Sabah, who as 
^M ii m u m of die 46-iaeabcr Orga- 
nisation of tcbwmf! Conference 
(CMC) is hosting the discussions. 
“We have a lunch together. We 
will see which points they 


Around 310,000 ethnic Turks 
streamed across the border to 
Turkey from June to August to 
escape what they called a forced 

assimilation campaign, inchnfing 
a ban on T u r kish names, the 
speaking of Turkish and Islamic 
observances. 

Turkish officials said they 
wanted to secure pr ope r t y and 
other rights for Turks who left 
Bulgaria, regulate the flow of 
new refugees and protect the 
rights of those who stayed be- 
hind. 

Stefan Staikov, head of the 
Balkan department in the Bulga- 
rian Foreign Ministry, said issues 
would be discussed across the 
board. 

He said Bulgaria was prepared 
to discuss “humanitarian 
— die reunification of divided 
families, for metenm (and) to 
give more facilities for those who 
crossed the border and travelled 
to foreign countries.** 

“We have come with the inten- 
tion to hold a serious and con- 
structive dialogue," he told Ren- 
ters. 


Fahd: Saudi-Kuwaiti ties 
strong despite executions 


KUWAIT (R) — King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia was quoted Mon- 
day as saying ties with Kuwait will 
remain strong despite last 
month's executions of 16 
Kuwaitis. 

“SancS-Kuwaiti relations win 
not be affected by those who by 
blowing up imaginary storms 
rtimk they **«« harm the solid and 
historic ties,** he told the Kuwaiti 
newspaper A1 Siyasseb. 

The Saudi monarch revealed 
for the first tune that Kuwait’s 
Emir Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah had tried to get the sent- 
ences reduced. 

But King Fahd said the charges 
were “enormous” became those 
convicted had harmed the holy 
(daces of Islam and killed inno- 
cent civiiians. 

Kuwait has remained silent 
since the Sept. 21 beheading of 
the 16 Kuwaitis, 10 of them of' 
I ranian origin. 

They had been found guilty of 
planting two bombs in Mecca. 

Tbe explosions killed one 
Pakistani pilgrim and wounded 16 
others during the animal Haj last 
July. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA had danned relatives of 
the Kuwaitis had condemned the 


Kuwaiti gov ernm ent's silence on 
the 

“It is tbe right of Sheikh Jaber 
A1 Ahmad to inquire (about the 
s enten ce ), especially as the con- 
victed held Kuwaiti nationality. 
Tbe mas is practising the rules of 
a wise political leadership,” King 
Fahd said. 

“If a Saudi threatened 
Kuwait’s security, we will be the 
first to support any measure 
taken against him under Kuwaiti 
law,” he said. 

He added that Saudi Arabia 
did not want to be lenient in such 
cases because “it might encour- 
age others... and we do not want 
to expose the security of the holy 
places and the country to any 
threat.” 

Tbe Sandi monarch denied re- 
ports by human rights groups that 
tbe Kuwaitis were tortured dur- 
ing interrogation. 

“When the accused were 
arrested the instructions were not 
to expose them to any type of 
presOTre... we dealt with them in 
a civilised manner that safe 1 
guarded their right of defence.” 

“...The innocent were acquit- 
ted and the guilty received their 
punishment,” the paper quoted 
him as saying. 


Afghan rebels in 
control of garrison 


KABUL (AP) — 
rebel forces have taken' 
town of Af g hanistan's 
munist rater, routing 
detachment -of 
eminent source and 
said Monday. 

A rebel blockade of 
four highways continued, 
food ‘prices higher and spa 



fears of shortages should the 
tiou continue. • \ 

Rebel rocketing of Kabul’s s 
port also intensified. Sokfies : 
ported that at least six rockets lnt> 
the facility in tbe early nwm n gr 
A government source said 
officers fear that rebel groups 
have begun to unite in their fight 
against the Soviet-backed govern- 
ment. 



Lack of unity has hurt tbe 
Mnjahedeen rebels in their 
attempt to oust the Kabul gov- 
ernment after the Soviet troops 
ended a decade of mili tar y in- 
tervention in February. 



i set up the garrison after 
1 power in a coup in April 
Although he was ousted 
Ded in another coup in 
bet 1979, die garrison ro- 
of tiie strongest in 


The source, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity, said rebel 
troops loyal to Ahmad Shah Mas-, 
rood and Gnlhnddm Hekmatyar 
had been coordinating the 10-day 
blockade on the Salang Highway 
north of Kabul. He said Mas- 
soud, a relatively liberal Muslim, 
bad not previously united forces 
with the fundamentalist Hek- 
matyar. 

Several Mnjahedeen forces 
also reportedly fought together to 
■capture Sore Kalli, the hometown 
of Noor Mohammad Taraki, the 
founder of tbe ruling People’s 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
and the nation’s fine 
ruler. 


Ghazni province, the go v e rn ment 
sources^kL 

Another trade driver said that 
after the \ Muj ahedeen victory 
several members of the dergy 
were hung \ upside down from 
trades for &tegediy supporting 
tiie Soviet-backed g ove r nment. 

The government source 
rebels have been trying to knock 


In Kabul,, tiie price of floor 
jumped 40 per cent to 1,400 
afg hanw (three dn31»r* and 50 

cents) tor a 7-kflogramme sack. 
Mnttnw, tiie main meat of tiie 
Afghan*, inc reas ed 11 per cent to 
850afabaius (one dollar and 80 
cents per kilo. 


Thousands of rebels attacked 
the city earlier tins week in the 
Maquor region of Ghazni pro- 
vince, according to the govern- 
ment source and two truck driv- 
ers who arrived from the region 
Monday. 


By Friday, Mnjahedeen forces 
had routed tiie 3,000-strong gov- 
ernment garrison, they said. The 
truck drivers reported 10 rebels 
killed and 80 wounded and said 
government casualties were un- 
known. 


“Those who weren’t killed 
were pot in jail in the garrison,” 
One truck driver said. 

Rebels captured a large quanti- 
ty of govei ntnenf arms, including 
thousands of AK-47 automatic 
weapons, hand grenades and 
mortars, dJE government source 


Rebel forces have blocked the 
main supply road into Kabul, the 
Salang Highway. More than 
2,000 trucks were said to be stuck 
on the highway north of tiie 
battles. 

Private truckers entering tiie 
city from three other roads said 
they too had been dosed to gov- 
ernment traffic. 

Government officials have esti- 
mated if land and air routes 
are shut, Che capital would be 
able to survive for about one 
month with its reserves of floor 
and gasoline. 

To complete the attempted 
blockade, rebel forces have step- 
ped up ti^ bombardment of the 
international appOrt with mis -' 
sfies. Soldiers reported that six 
rockets hit" the airport Monday 
mor ning and that air shipments 
from the Soviet Union were slow- 
ing down to about 10 a day from 
the usual 30. 
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Iran to put ‘spies’ for US. on 


NICOSIA (R) - Iran said Sunday it would 

aW&rid the jailed spies would be interviewed 
Smart the 10th anniversary of tte secure ^ 
militant students who held 

IhfiMinaiKmMixiisteryuxgedlraniaiistotakeMrtiaaiBarcntoae 

embassy bmMmg in Tehran on tiie same day, 
receive*) in Nicoria. 


said foe agency. 


Heavy penalties for traffic violations Inlraq 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — Tbe government has announced heavy 
penalties for drivers who violate traffic rales on foe flew ttpg - 
, country highway, following a spate of accidents. The 1-5 r a mw- 
din«r ($4.5 million) road finks Iraq's western borders wfo Jordan 
and Syria, with Kuwait on its southeastern border. frays who 
break the rules will be jaded for a yet-undetenmned penod and 
have their vehicles confiscated, according to a decree sqpied by 
President Saddam Hussein. Foreign workers resident in fry who, 
violate rules, including ignoring traffic lights or driving with broken 
headlights or back lights, will not be granted reentry visas to return 
to the country. A consortium of foreign co mp a n ie s alre ady^ has 
mmpWfil three quarters of the 1^20(Hriioiiietres highway. In July, 
state-owned companies began building the last section. 


Three fishermen hurt In boat blast 


ABU DHABI (R) — - Three Indian fishermen were injured, one 
seriously when an explosion ripped through their boat off Fujairah 
in tbe Golf of Oman, United Arab Emirates police said Monday. 
But a police spokesman ruled out tbe possibility that the bo at had 
hit a mine from the Gulf war between Iran and Iraq. “I don’t think 
the explosion was caused by a mine as the lower part (of the boat) 
is intact,” Lieutenant Humaid Mohammed said. Police said tbe 
gu i se of the explosion Sunday aboard the six-metre fibreglass boat 
as it lay off Fujairah was being investigated. Mines plan ted d uring 
the Iran-Iraq war by both sides may drift into southern parts of foe 
Gulf creating hazards for merchant and Miing vessels, shaping 


sources said. 


Tehran seesbetter ties With Paris 


NICOSIA (AP) — The English-language Tehran Times said 
Sunday relations between Iran and France were improving and 
argued this should not be affected by secondary issues such as the 
controver sy over Islamic beadscarves in Freodi schools. Tbe 
official Mamie Republic News Agency (IRNA) quoted the 
new s pa per as saying the impr ove m ent follows the recent talks in 
Tehran and P a ri s armed at settling the issue of a $1 billion loan 
owed to Iran by die French consortium Eurodtf. “Resumption of 
friendly ties between' Paris and Tehran should be seen as part of 
strategic foreign policy grab of the two countries, and as such it 
should not be left to the solution of issues of much less 
significance,” tiie paper said in an erfitorial. One such issue, it said, 
was the controversy in France over whether Muslim girl students 
should be allowed to wear headscarves in class. Iranian news media 
have said any ban would be anti- Tslaim c. 


Author grossman given award 


TEL AVIV (AP) — David Grossman, a leading Israeli author, was 
given the ML Zum award Sunday for bis contribution to peace in 
the Middle East and understanding between people of foe region. 
The award, of 10,000 Swiss francs is given each year to tbostf j 
promoting the Jewish-Arab dialogue by the ML Zion Association, 
a German-Swiss-Israeli organisation. “This is a sacred place for 
three religions,” Christianity, Judaism and Islam, Grossman said. 
“Fm a very secular person, but foe fact is that <X>Ottrt£ from 

such .. different places found a meeting, point ia their desire foe 
and understanding between people.” “Maybe my words 
them, and mostly myself, to formulate oar feelings.” 
Grossman’s books include tiie novel “See Unden Love” and “The 
Yellow Wind." 
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Hostages 3 plight a lesson in limits of American power 


The spectacle of Americans held hostage over- 
seas helped topple one U.S. administration, 
drove another into the Iran-contra scandal and 
continues to bedevil a U.S. government tom* 
between a desire to free its captive citizens and 
reluctance to negotiate with “terrorists." Ten 
years after Iranian students overran the U.S. 
embassy in Tehran, the issue is no less painful, 
and the solutions no more clear. 


the eight Americans now held 
by banian-backed groups in 
Lebanon. 

Carter, hounded by qnes- 


rnent seized power there in 
early 1979. 


‘Messages’ 


By Joan Mower 

Tbe Associated Press 


WASHINGTON— For foe na- 
tion that {Hides itself as one of 
the mightiest on earth, Hurry 
television images of Americans 
held hostage in the Middle East 
have become a bitter lesson on 
the limits of power. 

Few issues have so frustrated 
the American public and its 
leade r s since radical Iranian 
students stormed the U.S. 
embassy in Tehran 10 years ago 
tins week — on Nov. 4, 1979 — 
and took S3 Americans hos- 


President George Bosh has. 
toned down the rhetoric in an 
attempt to keep the public from 
focusing too closely on an issue 
that helped topple farmer Pres- 
ident Jimmy Carter and led 
Ronald Reagan into tbe worst 
foreign policy scandal of foe 
1980s. 


But at tbe same tune. Bush is 
enlisting third parties in an 
effort to deal with Iran and free 


and the United States’ inability 
to free them, withdrew inside 
the White House for much of 
Ins 1980 re-election rermpaign 

Those hostages eventually 
were freed after 444 days — on 
the day Reagan was inaugu- 
rated as Carter’s successor, Jan. 
20, 1961. 

But nearly six years later, 
Reagan’s presidency was rock- 
ed by tbe Iran-contra affair, 
revelations that his aides had 
sold weapons to Iran in hopes 
of freeing foe hostages in Leba- 
non and diverted the proceeds 
to Nicaraguan rebels. The arms 
deals came when Reagan was 

pro claiming publicly that the 
United States would not negoti- 
ate for tbe hostages’ release. 

Washington has had no di- 
plomatic relations with ban 
since the revolutionary govern- 


Quietiy, however, the United 
States has been using interme- 
diaries — Japan, Pakistan, 
Algeria and Switzerland, to 
nemeafew — to send messages 
to Tehran, says Gary Sick, an-* 
tfaor of a book about Carter’s 
hostage crisis and a National 
Security Council aide during 
the Democrat's presidency. 

Tbe thrust of Bush’s third- 
party messages is that 
foe United States is ready for 
better ties, but the hostages 
must be freed first, analysts say. 

“Bush is conscious of Iran’s 
power and he’s shown an in- 
terest in putting things right,” 
says Frederick Axelgard, a 
senior fellow at the Centre for 
Strategic and International Stu- 
dies. 

While Bush has tried to play 
down the hostage issue pnbtic- 


ly, be was forced to react when 
a group calling itself the Orga- 
nisation for the Oppressed on 
Earth reported on July 31 that 

it hi y| HTIftri marine W illiam R. 


president cut short a trip 
to tbe Midwest and returned to 
Washington to condemn the. 
“brutal and tragic” events, but 
he did nothing to retaliate. 

In Sick’s view. Bush amply 
doesn’t have many optima. 

“After the Iran-contra epi- 
sode, he can’t afford to be 
tagged with a trade, a deal In 
effect, it has tied his hands,” he 
says. 

■ Publicly, the a dm i nistra tion’s' 
position cm tbe hostages is the 
same as the Reagan a dmini st ra - 
tion’s was after die Iran-contra 
scandal. Secretary of State 
James Baker reiterated that 
policy last week. 

“The Iranian government has 
known for a long time' that we 
are quite prep ared to have open 
discussions with representatives 


of that government, provided 
they renounce their pursuit of 
terrorism and provided they, 
take actions to seek foe release 
and freedom of our American 
hostages,” he said. 


Stalemate 


Iran’s president. Ah Akhbar 
Hashenri Rafsanjam, said last 
week that he would help free 
the American hostages if the 
United States would release tril- 
lions of dollars of assets frozen 
10 years ago after the Tehran 
embassy takeover. 

The United States rejects 
linking tbe assets, valued at 
between $9 trillion and $12 bfl- 
hon, to tire hostages. 


U.S. officials say those dis-~ 
ptttes are, slowly but surely, 
being dealt with by die fran- 
U.S. dm'nK tribunal in tbe 
Hague, Netiierlands. As of Au- 
gust, U.S. nationals had been 
awarded about $1.2 billion by 


tbe tribunal; Iranians bad re- 
ceived $118 million, the State 
Department said. 

Despite the stalemate, 
ianalysfeuy a number of factors 
could, in the long ran, help 
Bush resolve the hostage issue. 

Among them: the death tins 
year of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, the hardline spir- 
itual father of the Iranian re- 
volution, the end of the Iran- 
Iraq war and tiie peace plan in 
Lebanon. 

“If the Lebanese accord 
worts, if Rafsanjani is able to 
continue to consotidate his poli- 
tical base, then we are getting 
to an atmosphere in which it 
may be possible for something 
to take place,” says Judith Kip- 
, a Middle East expert at the 
Institution. 

Rafs an jam's 
need to rebuild his country and 
o b t ai n technology and econo- 
mic assistance could lead him to 
help secure the hostages’ re- 
lease. 


In addition, tiie August 1988 
ceasefire in foe Iran-Iraq war 
has reduced the perceived 
threat in the Gulf and allowed 
the United States to cut bade its 
military force there. The Ira- 
nians probably view that as a 
positive sign. Side says. 

Barry Willey of the U.S. cen- 
tral command says 10 U.S. 
ships remain in tiie Gulf, down 
from about 17 a year ago. 

Complicating foe hostage 
picture, however, is the rela- 
tionship between Iran and foe 
Lebanese kidnappers', thought 
to be facti o ns of the pro-Iramm 
HizboBah umbrella group. 

Axelgard says there are some 
signs that Iran has distanced 
itself from HizboHah. 

But Shanl Bakbhsh, a profes- 
sor at George Mason Universi- 
ty, disputes that view. Recent 
visits to Iran by Sheikh Moham- 
mad Fadlallah, spiritual leader 
of HizboBah, do not suggest a 
lessening of contact between 
the two, he says. 
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should ahnys be verified 


Royal Jordanhut (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 
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fib per kg. 
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- 400/35D 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) . 
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•M5 
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•M3 
•W 5 
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038 
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Abu Dhabi, Dnbai 

- I Jtwnra 
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Grapes 

Grapes (bfack) '. 

Gnava. 
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[uatters — an election 
issue in Zarqa race 


what is considered to be sub- 
urbs of the city of Zarqa but is 
in fact a poorer extension of it. 

He maintained tint he built 
his present home on amerieh 
IaM which was occupied by h£s 
father and his grandfather be- 
fore him and therefore it 
should now become he. “This 
problem has to be solved, the 
land should be given to its 
present occ up ier s and -at a 
much lower cost,” Khalafleh 
said. 

The amerieh land, according 
to Khalafleh, covers the sub- 
urbs of the dries of Zarqa and 
Rnsexfab and “houses at least 
75,000 citizens, if not much 
more.” 

Nadia Bushnaq, the only 
woman candidate in the gov- 
ernorate, also discussed this 
problem as one of the main 
demands of the predominantly 
tribal squatters. “They took 
tins empty land and buflt their 
homes on it and now it should 
become theirs,” she said. The 
problem, which touches over a 
third of the c itizens of second 
most-populated city of Jordan, 
has created a situation with 
drastic effects on the basic ser- 
vices in die city. 

“The whole gov e m ora te suf- 
fers from the lack of adequate 
services such as transficvtation, 
roads, water, electricity and 
health services,” Khalafleh 


By Nermeen Mnrad 

| Jordan Times Staff Reporter* 

AMMAN — Over 75,000 . 
squatters in Zarqa Goveroo- 
rate are fanning hopes in their ' 
future repre sen tatives to die 
Lower House of Parliament to 
find a solution for their status 
after years of debating it with, 
the government. 

- According to residents of the 
govemora te and - some candi- 
dates in the Nov. 8 elections, 
squatters are demanding that 
the gove rnm ent facilitate their- 
low-cost ownership of the land 
on which they have built tbeir 
homes.- A squatter is defined 
by die dictionary as some one 
who settles on public land 
raider government regulations 
with the. purpose of acquiring 
tide. 

In the* Zarqa case, tbe gov- 
ernment, according to the 
citizens, has already made tbe 
squatters an offer which would 
allow them to gam ownership 
of the land by paying JD 10 per 
square metres. Tbe squatters 
•have refused tbe offer. “Be- 
came the price is too expen- 
sive,” a squatter told die Jor- 
dan Times. 

Radwan Ayed A1 Khalafleh, 
a Zarqa Governorate candi- 
date, hves in one of the areas 
owned by tbe government — 
“amerieh” land m Arabic — in 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 

ARAB NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS MEETING: Her Royal 
Highness Princess Banna arrived in Cairo Monday to take part in 
meetings of Arab national institutions conference due to start 
Tuesday. The three-day conference is scheduled to discuss means 

of coordination and cooperation among A rah national mstrftrtfong 

Princess Basina, who is heading Jordan's delegation, is the 
chairperson of the Queen Alia Social Welfare Fund (QAF). 
(Petra) 

RED CROSS HELP: Dr. Ahmad Abu Qonra, president of tbe 
Jordan National Red Crescent Society (JNRCS), said here that he 
had discussed c oo peration between the society and the West 
German Red Crass. Agreement was readied at the talks held in 
Geneva Airing annual meetings of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRQ. The German" society would provide the 
JNRCS with X-ray equipment and an ambulance as well as a 
shipment of medicine. (Petra) 

NEW AMBASSADOR TO QATAR: Jordan’s new ambassador 
to -Qatar, Nayef AJ Qadi, presented Ms credentials in Doha to 
Qatar’s ruler Sbeflch Khalifa Ben Hamad Al Than! and conveyed 
greetings from His Majesty King Hussein. Sheikh KhaKfa voiced 
his country’s -appreciation erf die King’s constant efforts on the 
regional and international levels. Tbe ambassador was requested to 
cany greetings to the King from the Qatari nder who also landed 
Jordanian-Qatari cooperation in all fields. (Petra) 

AMMAN-ROME COOPERATION: Amman Mayor AH 
Sohezmat Monday received Italian Ambassador to Jordan Frances- 
co de Omen and discusse d with him means of promoti n g and 
bartering cooperation between Amman and Rome in die fields of 
culture and municipal services. The prospect of signing a friendship, 
ag ree me n t between the two capitals was among the issues discussed 
in the meeting. The Italian ambassador was received also by 
University of Jordan President Mahmoud A1 Sanaa, who briefed 
him on tbe university’s development and its activities. Ways of 
promoting cooperation between the Uni ve rsi t y of Jordan and 
Italian universities were discussed in die meeting. (Petra) 

IRAQI TEAM ON NARCOTICS: A team from the Iraqi 
department in c ha rge of combati ng na rcotics met here Monday 
with Public Security Department (PSD) Director Major-General 
Fade! AH Fbead to discuss scopes of cooperation fra fighting the 
narcotics problem within the four-member Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) countries. Tbe team, led by Major General Sayed 
Ghaith, also met with senior PSD officers to discuss issues of 
common conc ern specially those related to drugs, counterfeiting, 
and other criminal' activities. They also touched on security 
measur e s against smugglers. The team is visiting Jordan as part of 
an ACC ag re e m ent on cooperation among Egypt, Jordan, Iraq and 
North Yemen in security affairs, particnlariym drag trafficking in 
tbe Arab region. (Petra) 


WHAT’S 


Tbe foiiowmg listings are compiled firm monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers axe advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned inst itution s. 


* An art rthWHo w by Fuad Mtari and ‘Ansar Khiwmarii at 
Abdul Hamid Shuman Foundation’s S c ien tific and Cutes I 
C e ntr e. 

■it An art exMMliou by Jord an i an artist Mohammad AlQ ad do m a i 
disp la ying ofl and watercolour p rintings depicting nature hi 
Jordan, at die Boesi u g Bank G a ll a r y . 

* Jo r d an! an amstrnr artists e sM h i iion at the Spanish Cultural 

Centre. 

☆ An exHMtfonerftled “Scfaolare and Itarohtflsu’’ at tbe French 
CoKoral Centre. 

☆ m— cri tig re phy exhibition at Jordan National Gallery. 

it An exhfritiao entitled ' ‘Romania Today” width technics photos 
and books de p l eting fife and cul tu re in Romania at Yarrank 
University. 


* MKtary sports festival which includes shows of martial arts at 
Amman Int e rnational Stadium, AlHnssda Sports City — 3Htt 


* A lecture entitled “Str a tigr ap hic Evidences fir tbe Plate 
Tectonics from the Metiterranen to tbe Arabian GeH” hy Dr. 
Brfw Kozur at the Goethe Institute — 7:90 pan. 

PIANO RECITAL 

* Ffano ledtri by Rneofe Kerfoucuff at the Royal Guttural 
■ Centre — 8*0 pjn. 


The citizens of the city were 
hesitant to comment on tbe 
state of basic services in Zarqa, 
but they were encouraged by 
- the candidates’ comments and 
recounted stories of their per- 
sonal experiences as a result of 
this situation. 

“Write that a boy of* five 
walks four kilometres eveiy 
morning to reach his school, 
that there is no transportation 1 
and the school is very far from / 
where we live,” said ai / 
anguished father. 7 

“Days pass without water or 
electricity supply,” said/ a 
young bedouin housewife/ 

Bushnaq said that her jean- 
didacy came about becanse shc 
felt she wanted to contribute 
more to tbe development and 
services reform in Zaraa. “The 
city erf Zarqa needs A lot of 
services,” Bushnaq Aid. 

'“This city bolds me largest 
number of low-income families 
and they are the people who 
need developmeryTmost,” said 
Bushnaq, the president of the 
Women’s Federation in Zarqa. 

Goveramentmeahb services 
in particular /were cited by 
citizens and candidates as the 
most pressing need of the gov- 
emorate. / 

“Tbe at V of Zarqa has a 
population? of 150,000 who 
were serviced by only one gov- 
ernment .hospital. Obviously, 
this is not enough,” KhaHl Abu 


Diversions 
on road 
to Jerash 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Monday announced t raffic diver- 
sions along tbe Jerash- Amman 
road to allow for expansion. A 
i statement said vehicles travelling 
I between the Baqaa refugee camp 
i and Jerash will follow the Umm 
Al Rumman road winch bypasses 
the mam highway where teams 
from the Ministry of Public 
Works are carrying out expansion 
work. The PSD appealed to 
motorists to take atm care while 
travelling along the diversion 
route , designated with traffic 
signs. The Baqaa- Jerash stretch is 
part of a 59-kilometre road 
stretching between Amman and 
Irbid. 

The other two parts, one, 
stretching between Irbid and a 
point just north of Jerash, is due 
to be completed early next year at 
tbe cost of JD 6.75 million, and 
the other, stretching from the 
north of Jerash to the Zarqa 
River, is sched ule d to be com- 
pleted in two years at the total 
cost of JD 122 million. 


Dr. ffisham Al KbaA, minis te r of 
energy and mineral resources and 
acting minister of public works and 
boosing, last week inaugurated 
a new section of the_ Arnman- 
Naour-Dead Sea . road.* The sec- 
tion, the seoond/of the project is 
six kilometres long with a efivided 
four-lane highway with grade 
separated interchanges. It be gi ns 
.in Marj Al Hamam, by passes 
Naonr, and ends done to Dar Al 
Dawa’a factories. Tbe project was 
co n structed by a joint v e nt u re 
between two 'Jordanian com- 
panies at a total cost of JD 3.5 
million. ' 

The Amman-Naonr-Dead Sea 
road is. expected to ease tbe in- 
creasing traffic fknt between Am- 
man and tbe Jbrdaif Valley and it 
links with tbe Zara-Ghor 
Hadutha road., connecting the 
Jordan Valley with Aqaba, tints 
facilitating the t ran sp o r t of ago-. 


* A Bu rnt Brace Springsteen at the American Cadre — 7:90 

JkflL 


the injury of 720 others, accord- 
ing to tbe Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD). 

The PSD said neatly 582 per 
cent of the 1,422 road accidents 
involved caflirioaS between vehi- 
cles and 9.7 per cent involved 
running down people on the 
roads. 

According to the statement, 
a c cid e nts reg is te red a deefine last 
month compared with the same 
month of last year, bat added that 
the number of deaths resulting 

from last month’s accidents rose 
by 20 per cent over the same 
period is 1988. 



Banners and slogans cover Zarqa streets (Photo by Yousef Al *ABaa) 


Hussein, also a candidate, 
said. 

Abn Hussein, a general 
■practitioner, told the Jordan- 
Times that the hospital cannot 
allocate adequate tune to treat- 
ing minor cases when there are 
emergency ones. “If tbe doctor 
was treating a child with di- 
arrhoea and a car accident 
victim came into the hospital 
they would leave the chil d to 
treat the emergency,” Abu 
Hussein said. 

Bushnaq maintained that 
some people “have had to sell 
their booses to pay p riv ate 


hospital and medication bills. 
This is a tragedy, especially for 
families who have many chil- 
dren and axe very poor.” 

Environmental pollution 
caused by factories in the area 
was cited by some citizens and 
candidates as tbe cause of “in- 
creasing number of ailments 
which have hit the citizens and 
need continuous treatment.” 

Other problems in the gov- 
emorate are the plight of far- 
mers and the increasing cost of 
fa rming materials and seeds as 
well as tiie flnrtnatmg prices of 
vegetables and fruits. 


“We are originally farmers,” 
B ushnaq said. “The land pulls 
us to it and it is to the country’s 
benefit to encourage fanning 
and to minimise its cost for the 
poor peasants who are willing 
to work with their hands.” 

“We want an agricultural 
credit bank, but loans should 
be provided free of interest,” 
one of the farmers in the area 

Qfliri 

Others asked for low-cost 
vegetable canning factories “to 
stabilise the prices of veget- 
ables and to allow the farmer 
to preserve vegetables when 
there is an abundance.” 


Seminar reviews modern 
trends in photo-chemistry 


IRBID (J.T.) — A fonr-day momentum tc 
seminar on modem trends in Jordan, 
photochemistry under way at . Photo chem 
Yannonk University Monday re- great effects Oi 
viewed working papers by Ttafian, of photograph; 
Bahraini, and West German ez- of solar energ; 
port s . beams in me 

fields. 

Upon opening the seminar Dr. TalalAl 
Sunday, universpty President of a commute* 
M ohammad Hamdan outlined the seminar, si 
the univexsity^ scientific research mistry was in 
programmes, which, he said, give discovery of tl 

CSC plans three-year 
overhaul programme 


momentum to development in 
Jordan. 

. Photo chemistry, he said, has 
great effects on the development 
of photography, the exploitation 
of solar energy, the use of laser 
beams in medicine and other 
fields. 

Dr. Talal Al Akasbe, chairman 
of a committee that prepared for 
the seminar, said that photo che- 
mistry was instrumental in the 
discovery of the laser technique. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ovfl 
Service C ommiss ion (CSC), in 
cooperation with the Institute of 
Public Administration (IPA), and 
with financing from the United 
Nations Development Program- 
me (UNDP), will next year 
embaric on a three-year plan for 
overhauling tbe rivfl service in 
the Kingdom, according to (EPA) 
Director Abdullah Ulayyan. 

Ulayyan said in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
that UNDP would extend 
1750,000 to help Jordan imple- 
ment tbe S1.5 million plan, which 


is designed to help the country 
carry out its sodo-econooric pro- 
jects while maintaining the 
ongoing economic readjustment 
plan. 5 

The plan, Ulayyan said, entails 
the employment of 20 interna- 
tional and 20 local experts in 
public administration who will 
deliver lectures and conduct 
training for different categories of 
civil servants. • 

Tbe plan, he said, also entails 
sending employees on scho- 
• farshrp s abroad to acquire further 
expertise and training. 



AbdnDah Ulayyan 


Crown Prince 
briefs Tomkys 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Has Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday reviewed Middle East development with Roger Tomkys, 
British deputy under-secretary of state for Middle East and African 
Affairs. Prince Hassan briefed Tomkys on developments in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and the dangers inherent in any increased 
migration of Jews from the Soviet Union to Israel. He pointed out 
. the ramifications of such a migration on tbe people of occupied 
Palestine and their limited and meagre natural resources which are 
being controlled by Israel in its drive to bolster its hold over Arab 
territory. 

Prince Hassan also discussed economic issues at the meeting. He 
explained Jordan’s increasing burden resul ting from shortage of 
water and energy resources. Jordan’s needs of these material* axe 
expected to double by the end of this century and there is a pr essing 
need for huge projects to ensure sufficient amounts of water ana 
energy to m a intain the process of development, according to th». 
Prince. 

Tomkys was also scheduled to meet with Finance Minister Basel 
Jardaneh before leaving Jordan Tuesday at the end of his three-day 
visit to the country. 

Antiquities exhibition 
on display in Tokyo 


which contributed to tbe develop- 
ment of various research prog- 
rammes and projects. 

It is hoped that after the estab- 
lishment of the laser centre at the 
University of Jordan, Yannouk 
University's photo c hem i str y cen- 
tre and laboratory will launch 
cooperation with the University 
of Jordan in research program- 
mes that would contribute to sci- 
entific advances in rite Kingdom, 
Akashe said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) —Four hundred 
of Jordan’s finest antiquities 
spanning the last 9,000 years of 
history are now on display in 
Tokyo in a bid to introduce Jor- 
dan's historic role as a centre of 
civilisation from the archaeolo- 
gical, cultural, touristic and spir- 
itual aspects. 

The exhibition, which was 
organised in cooperation with the 
Japanese government, was inau- 
gurated by Her Majesty Queen 
Non: Al Hussein last Thursday at 
a ceremony in which she express- 
ed hope of increased Jordantan- 
Japanese cultural con t ac ts that 
would reflect the ties between the 
Arab world and tbe Far East 

In r e ma rk s she made at the 
ceremony for tbe opening of tbe 
exhibition entitled “The King 
Road — Art and Culture of 
Jordan 9,000 Years,” tbe Queen 
said that despite great differences 
in size, resources and internation- 
al positions, Jordan and Japan 
through history have been able 
“to draw upon their rich human 
assets to generate material and 
cultural wealth — and conse- 
quently to contribute construc- 
tively to Other societies and eco- 
nomies throughout die world.” 


She also said that the enduring 
and constructive nature of 
Japanese, Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian societies reflected “a crucial 
sense of identity and respect for 
ancient social responsibility to tbe 
greater family, community, dan 
or tribal unit to which he or she 
belongs.” 

The exhibition will be on dis-. 
play for three weeks, during 
which it is expected to attract 
over' 730,000 visitors, according 
to senior executives of the 
Tikashamaya Department Store, 
whose art gallery is one of 
Tokyo’s busiest cultural centres.' 
Over 3,500 people visited tbe 
exh i bition during the first day. 

The exhibition, which includes 
400 of Jordan’s finest a n tiquities 
spanning tbe last 9,000 yean of 
history, and Jordanian and 
Palestinian embroidered dresses 
and jewelry from tbe collection of 
Widad Kawar, will also go on 
display in three other Japanese 
cities this winter — Nagoya, 
Kyoto and Osaka. It has already 
been shown in West Germany, 
France and Austria, and is ex- 
pected to go on to Singapore, the 
U.K. and North America. 


Panel to coordinate 
testing off foodstuffs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A co mmit tee 
has been formed comprising va- 
rious concerned departments to 
supervise studies and laboratory 
tests conducted on foodstuffs, 
water and sod in Jordan, Minister 
of Health and Social Develop- 
ment, Zuhair Malhas announced 
Monday. The committee will 
pool die efforts of various depart- 
ments concerned with such stu- 
dies and p r e ve n t duplication of 
work and reduce waste and ex- 
penses, the minister said. 

He made tbe announcement at 
a m e e t ing of rep res ent atives of 


the ooocenieddqMitnieafe.wliiidh 
used to test samples at their 
respective laboratories. He sad 
the co mmitt ee would present a 
report on the laboratoncs' work 
and coordinate tbeir ope rati on s . 

According to Malhas, the com- 
mittee was set up upon directives 
of Prime Minister Sharif Zetd 
Ben Shaker, who urged the 
Ministry of Health to speed up 
work on a special unit affiliated to 
the ministry to mire charge of 
matters pertaining to public 
health safety in the Kingdom. 



Valley to Amman and other parts 
of the comxtry. 

The project is partially fi- 
nanced by a grant from the Un- 
ited States Agency for Interna- 
tional Development (USAID) 
which will cover 60 per cent of tbe 
total cost. 

36 killed 

onroadsin 

September 

AMMAN (Petra) — Road acci- 
dents in the Kingdom during the 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


CONTSHIP CONTAINERLINES LTD. & PETRA NAVIGATION CO. LTD. 

For mutual interest of both above parties, it has 
been agreed to dissolve the agreement between 
the two companies as from October 21, st 1989. 

Contship Containerline Ltd. would like to thank 
' Messers. Petra Navigation Co. for all their past 
efforts and support which have made a significant 
contribution to the present success of the line in 
Jordan. 

Petra Navigation extends its best wishes to 
Contship ; Containerline Ltd. in their future activities. 
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JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


AI Sa’i Arabic daily Monday discussed parliament elections in 
Jordan and the current campaign conducted by various candidates 
to win seats in the Lower House. It also cited directives by His 
Majesty King Hussein to the government of Zeid Ben Shaker to 
provide all facilities to ensure free and democratic elections and to 
enable Jordanian citizens to fulfill tbeir national duty. Hie paper 
said that in view of the country’s responsibilities and for the sake 
of surmounting all challenges, the voters and the candidates ought 
to exercise their rights, taking into consideration the higher 
national interest. One has to realise, said die paper, that the 
deputies who will sit in parliame nt in the coining stage will be 
responsible for amtrolling government actions and programmes, 
ana helping die public attain its aspiration. Therefore, it said, die 
voters have a serious responsibility towards the coming stage. The 
paper *aid that the country needs very competent parliament 
members who can confront and deal with die numerous problems 
facing the Kingdom and remain committed to serve their people. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i Arabic daily Monday launches a strong 
attack on the Israeli-South African collaboration to produce 
nuclear weapons ami missiles at a time when the world is showing 
increasing tendency to end all forms of conflict and to end tae 
, arms race. Mahmoud Rimawi says that it is not strange for the two 
regimes in Israel and South Africa to follow this aggressive coarse 
since both of them had been giving very little regard to human 
values but were showing constant contempt and disrespect of all 
international principles. The writer says both regimes are dedicat- 
ing their efforts to maintain racist ride, imposing repression on 
people under their rale; and only concerned with matters 
designed tocorroborate their hold over power and the destiny of 
die oppressed people. The writer also criticises Washington for 
condoning collaboration between die two regimes. He says that 
the United States seems to be concerned over the latest 
development only to divert the world public attention from the 
baric and central issue: that of Palestine. What is happening now, 
says die writer, is not only a defiance of the will of the 
international community but also a way to thwart all efforts to 
force Israel to succumb to the community's call of ending its 
occupation of Palestine and implementing U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. 

Al Dustonr daily newspaper said Monday that King Hussein’s 
directives to the government to provide all means that would help 
assure a smooth and successful election on Nov. 8, came at the 
most proper moment. The directives, the paper said, came as the 
election day draws near and as the streets of Jordanian cities and 
villages abound with slogans and candidates’ programmes display- 
ed cm posters and banners or brochures and pamphlets seeking 
voters support. The paper noted with satisfaction the King’s 
directives to the government to provide such facilities. The 
directives were another indication of the monarch’s full confi- 
dence in the people to choose what is best for them and their 
future generations, the paper noted. It said that King Hussein is 
keen on enhancing national unity in Jordan and rallying people’s 
support through democratic and parliamentary rale, towards 
p phniriing the main aspirations and working towards their 
achievement. 
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Third World: The big 
powers are losing interest 


. By Jim Hoagtond 

FRANKFURT — The United 
States and the Soviet Union are 
cutting their risks in the regional 
wars of Africa, Asia and Central 
America. But the wars continue, 
as the supetpowers willingly pres- 
ide over the creation of a series of 
non-states where no one roles. 

The wars of Afghanistan, Cam- 
bodia and Angola appeared in 
the past year to be nearing an 

end, but the reasons to continue 
fighting .still outweigh those to 
stop. Despite this, the superpow- 
ers have made it dear to each 
other that these Third World 
conflicts should not trigger new 
Soviet-U.S. confrontations. That 
is a significant accomplishment. 

High-risk, low-gain Soviet- 
U.S. competition in the Third 
World has had damaging effects 
on previous efforts to end the 
aria war. Detente, Henry Kissin- 
ger has said, perished in Angola, 
Zbigniew Bizezinski believes that 
SALT-2 was buried in the sands 
of the Ogaden desert during the 
Ethiopian-Somali border war in 
1978. 

In both its Evil Empire and 
New Era phases, the Reagan 
administration promoted low-in- 
tensity conflicts in the Third 
World to bleed the Soviets. This 
helped push the Soviets to with- 
draw from Af ghanis tan and to 
reduce their commitments to the 
. wars in Angola and Cambodia. 
When the Bush a dminis tration 
came to office nine months ago, 
the regional-conflict account 
looked like a promising one for 
the new team. 

But, like the pudding that Win- 
stem Churchill scorned, the Bush 
administration's handling of re- 
gional conflict lacks theme. There 
is a tendency toward U.S. disen- 
gagement, but the trend line is a 


jagged one of detours and re- 
verses at roadblocks erected by 
Congress or foreign govern- 
ments. 

In Nicaragua, President Bush 
sought to make a virtue out of 


with Congress over war with the 
Sandinist as. Cutting the contra 
losses before they went on hu 
tab, he coupled a deafly defined 
goal to the means at hand in 
Nicaragua. 

Elsewhere such clarity has not 
been apparent. 

la Afghanis tan, military vic- 
tory by the resistance forces 
seemed so dose and sure after the 
Soviet withdrawal that the United 
States made no effort to forge a 
political strategy. The U.S. 
embassy was precipitously dosed, 
cutting off a valuable source of 
political intelligence at a crucial 
moment. For bis part, Mikhail 
Gorbachev refuses to abandon 
Major General Najib, the used- 
up dictator in Kabul, without a fig 
leaf. 

Washington and Moscow con- 
tinue to supply their friends and 
clients with the wherewithal to 
shoot up the jungles and moun- 
tain valleys they contest, but the 
hearts of the superpowers are no 
longer in it. Without their own 
direct conflict to keep passion 
aliVe, Washington and Moscow 
are going thro ugh the motions. 
The Gorbachev team makes it 
dear that they wish the Soviet 
Union had never heard of the 
Thud World. 

Both superpowers were passive 
outriders at die Cambodia peace 
conference in Paris in August. 
The willingness of Secretary of 
State James Baker to allow his 
name to be used on a plan for 
Cambodia that would result in 
tine Khmer Rouge having a share 


American 
conservatives 
biink left 



By Robert Knttner 

WASHINGTON— The fall issue 
of the Heritage Foundation’s 
magazine. Policy Review, con- 
tains a surprising -artide by its 
editor, Adam Meyerson, entitled 
“Adam Smith’s Welfare State.” 
Heritage has been among die 
most hard-line of the Reagan-era 
conservative think tanks. But Mr. 
Meyerson ’s point is that even 
Adam Smith, the patron saint of 
free market conservatives, did 
not believe in absolute laissez- 
faire, and neither should his mod- 
em followers. 

“The popular embrace of free 
markets,” Mr. Meyerson writes, 
“should not be confused with a 
general dislike of government. 
Voters throughout the world con- 
■ tinue to support a large govern- 
ment role in health, education 
and social insurance, generous 
aid to the needy and strong safety 
and environmental regulation.” 

Well, well. 

Like George Bush’s gentler 
conservatism, which embraces 
an array of social programmes 
(although without explaining how 
to pay for them), Heritage seems 
to be a leading indicator of a shift 
in the public mood. If the think 
tank which for eight years criti- 
cised Ronald Reagan for being 
too liberal is now embracing 
affirmative government, there is 
definitely change in the wind. 

As Mr. Meyerson explains, 
Adam Smith was opposed to laws 
that restricted economic liberty 
— primogeniture laws restricting 
land transfer, state grants of 
monopoly power for merchants, 
and import or export barriers. 
But Smith's 1776 classic, “The 
Wealth of Nations,” made the 
case for such government prog- 
rammes as “universal public 
education, public health mea- 
sures against contagious diseases, 
safety regulations such as the 
obligation to construct fire walls, 
and labour regulations protecting 
workmen against fraudulent pay- 
ment by employers.” 

Mr. Meyerson, who calls him- 
self a “bleeding heart conserva- 
tive,” adds that “Smith saw no 
contradiction between his opposi- 
tion to economic regulation and 
his support for safety regulation, 
as well as programmes providing 
for the less fortunate.” Smith also 
supported substantial investment 
in public works. 

Heritage has also come out for 
its own brand of universal health 
insura nce. Its blueprint would 
compel people to purchase catas- 
trophic sickness insurance, lest 
they become burdens on society. 
The poor would still receive 
Medicaid-like public wMMKtannft 

Edmund Haxslmaier, a co-au- 
thor of the Heritage study on 


health care, says: ‘'Contrary to 
the popular conception, a lot of 
people in the conservative move- 
ment are not absolute liberta- 
rians. Some of us are old- 
fashioned paleo-conservatives. 
Our concern is with the structure 
of society and how the individual 
fits into it We don't believe 
people should be left to die in the 
street” 

Possibly — just possibly — we 
have the beginning here of an 
ideological detente. If we can 
take Messrs. Meyerson and 
Haislmaier at their word, this all 
suggests something more than a 
mere tactical aaxunmodation to 
changing opinion polls. It sug- 
gests a well founded conservative 
concern about the stability of 
society. 

It is becoming painfully clear 
that a decade of benign neglect 
has left American working fami- 
lies without homes, the mentally 
ill without shelter, schools that 
don’t teach, and highways and 
bridges that collapse. 

Public opinion is belatedly 
grasping that there may be some 
connection between the neglect 
of social investment and what 
The New Republic recently called 
the “dystopia” conditions of 

C cities. The proliferation of 

ars, the ubiquity of drugs, 

the vulnerability of the middle 
and upper classes to random vio- 
lence amid opulence, all suggest 
that when social decay festers, 
society’s haves can run but they 
can’t hide. 

In considering bow to wage war 
on drugs, for example, one soon 
grasps the need to move beyond 
law enforcement to tbe deeper 
question of where all the drag 
abusers are coming from. People 
with a reasonable prospect of a 
fulfilling life seldom turn to die 
oblivion of drugs- Ultimately, 
safety as citizens in a democracy 
depends not on the grim security 
of a police state but on the 
self-control of most citizens. 

Perhaps America is at last pas- 
sing beyond the era when Reagan 
Republicans could sneer, with 
categorical certitude, that die 
common endeavour of govern- 
ment was never the solution, only 
the problem; and when Margaret 
Thatcher could dismiss tradition- 
al Tories who worried about the 
social fabric as “wets.” 

It is nice to see conservatives 
again thinking to conserve. And 
we may find that this emerging 
era of ideological detente is glob- 
al. After all, if Mikhail Gor- 
bachev can find usefulness in free 
mark ets, it’s only fair that the 
Heritage Foundation find some- 
thing constnictive in government. 

Now, gentlemen: How shall we 
pay for it? — Washington Post 
writers Group. 


of power s a sign both' of the futility 
ofUJS. policy and of Mr. Baker’s 

willingnes s to placate f arina and 

Singapore, 

Another sign of the new. hal- 
fhearted&ess came when stories 
which had been leaked 4 in' 
Washing ton this month about 
Soviet misdeeds in Afghanistan, . 
Nicaragua and Cambocha pro- 
duced more splutter than spark. 
Hie Bush administration had to* 
retreat publicly from background - 
assertions that aims deliveries 
from the East Bloc to Nicaragua 
had significantly increased. 

Renewed fighting in Angola 
has not so far disrupted the re- 
gional accord calling for with- 
drawal of Caban troops there. 
The Reagan- administration de- 
monstrated single-minded atten- 
tion to the strategic goal of get- 
ting tbe Cubans out when it bro- 
kered tbe accord. The Bush 
administration seems more con- 
cerned with placating congres- 
sional supporters of Jonas 
Savimbi. 

Some European analysts see a 
conscious pattern in all this. Tbe 
mutual scaling back of involve- 
ment in Third World conflicts, i 
the unilateral U.S. decision on , 
Nicaragua and the Soviet with- 
drawal of direct control in Cen- 
tral Europe add up to a pattern of 
disengagement, leaving each su- 
perpower free to pursue more, 
pressing wars at home. Mr. Bush 
battles the devastating effects of 
cocaine; Mr. Gorbachev straggles 
against tbe destructive effects on 
nmnd and body of seven decades* 

Of to talitarpanimti 

But reality is messier than 
theory. No grand design of disen- 
gagement seems to exist. Deputy 
Secretary of State Lawrence Eag- 
leburger probably came doser to 
tbe mark in a candid speech last 
month when he described the two 
sup er power s r eaching fhe finish 
fine of the arms race “out of 
breath.” 

How can they break out of 
their passive egging on of region- - 
al conflicts? Hans-Dietrich Gens- 
cher, the West German foreign 
minister, had a suggestion in a 
recent speech in Frankfurt The 
arms control accord that the War- 
saw Pact and NATO are likely to 
reach next year shuld prohibit J 
.either side. from r reducing its., 
arsenal by selling weapons sys- | 
terns at discount rates to Third j 
World states. 

Hie superpowers may now be 
too wise or too tired to bloody 
each other through proxies. It 
would be a shame ff they were too 
tired, or too mpnaginative, to 
take decisive joint action to stop 
regional wars that they helped 
underwrite in the past — The 
Washington Post 



Reports of Israeli brutality 
\ don’t exaggerate 


By HalWy ner 

TEL AVIV — In November 
1987, 1 was in a bookstore in Tel 
Aviv and saw a poster put out in 
the early ’80s by an Isradi protest 
group. It showed a photograph of 
an Israeli soldier beating a 
Palestinian, and said in Hebrew, 
“Don’t say you didn't know.” 

I had been living in Israel for 
about a year and had heard stor- 
ies about horrible dungs on the 
West Bank and in the Gaza Strip. 
But I tended to assume that these 
were complete fabrications or, at 
the very least, gross exaggera- 
tions. Seeing foe poster, I began 
to wonder if I was wrong. 

One month later the Palesti- 
nian uprising in the occupied ter-' 
ritories broke out. Obviously I 
had to go and see what was 
happening. It was dear from the 
outset that the Israeli army was 
using unnecessary force to put 
down mass demonstrations. More 
than dial, die troops deliberately 
-provoked! - demonstrations in 
order to apply that force. 

Is February 1988 I visited the 
family of a 17-year-old boy who 
had been dubbed to death on the 
street by soldiers. Photographs of 
the corpse made doubt impossi- 
ble. Since that time Z have seen a 
great deal more. Not a day goes 
by in Gaza or on the West .Bank 
without new cases of wanton bru- 
tality. 


Par journalists who witness such 
events in the territories, dure is 
fitde question about die facts; the 
problem is how to report them. 
Those members of die foreign 
press corps who are patently anti- 
Semitic have a field day, of 
course. But for the serious corres- 
pondents the situation is more 
complicated. 

It is dear dial, as far as Israel’s 
image in the world is concerned, 
any objective description of what 
is going on will be extremely 
damaging . And h is not surprising 
that foe Jews of the world react 
strongly to foe reports. Because 
of tins, even the most uncom- 
promising journalists generiilly 
make an effort to tone down then: 
articles. 

As difficult as it may be to 
betieve, most -stories on the intifa- 
da that appear In die Western 
media are characterised not by 
exaggeration but by understate- 
ment. In spite of this, many non- 


aoti-Searites with ammunition.” 

' We all know that people who 
muse a hatred of Jews do so, 
generally, on the basis of long- 
standing prejudices and not be- 
canse of anything the Jews them- 
selves do or do not do. Since* 
anti-Semitism has its roots not in 
the truth but in dis to rtio ns of foe 
truth, I do not see how 1 can in 
any way do a service to tbe Jewish 
people by nr distorting 

the truth when it comes to Israel. 
I am not prepared to sacrifice my 
own values as a concession to 
anti-Semites. The issue is not 
self-hatred bat self-respect. 

As for die facts, white there is 
no doubt that most Israeli sol- 
diers are behaving with restra in t 
undo- very trying circumstances, 
there are enough who are vudat- 

ity, all accepted norms of dviraed 
military behaviour and are creat- 
ing an appalling hu m an rights 
- situation in the territories. On a 


Papandreou 
optimistic despite odds 


Jewish correspondents have had., -regnfar basi pc^>Je ,are: being 
to deal'vudi^abawtidhs of anti?" '‘shjot.p cola biftexf randomly kfl- 
Semitistn, while Jewish journal- lea. and maimed, detained with- 
ists (myself iododed) are cen- out -trial And beaten and hnmili- 
sured for “self-hatred.” ated by soldiers acting on orders. 

I have noticed that the facts As a correspondent, Jewish or 
that.) report and the weight I not, it seems to me one has tittle 
attach to than are never seriously choks but to report thfc situation 
challenged. The most co mmo n as one sees iL That these kinds of 
complaint, often put in far Jess things, and worse, have been and 
pofite terms by readers, has been: are stffl being done elsewhere in 
^ou don’t know what harm you tbe world is hardly a justification 
are doing. You are providing the for ignoring them here. 

- For me personally, as a Jew, all 

this is distressing enough. But 
what is even more di sturbin g is 
that the Israeli government, while 
dong almost nothing to correct 
this state of affairs, p ur port s to be 
. Jl "I • actin 8 to the name of the Jewish 

te Od Cl S PC How diaspora Jews choose to 

w ^ come to terms with this is a 

matter for each to decide on his 


By Nikas Konstandaras 

Tbe Associated Press 

ATHENS, Greece — Despite 
open-heart surgery, a messy di- 
vorce and indictment on criminal 
charges, former Premier Andreas 
Papandreou is a strong contender 
in Nov. 5 national elections. 

Remarkably, the charismatic 
Socialist and former U.S. econo- 
mics professor appears to have 
retained jxrpular support — and 
claims his party will triumph. 

It is not an empty boast; three 
polls this month indicated that 
Papandreou ’s Panbellenic Social- 
ist Movement (Pasok) would re- 
tain the 39 per cent it won in last 
June’s election. 

“We are talking about victory. 
The forecasts look better every 
day,” the 70-year-old Papan- 
dreou told tbe Athens daily Epi- 
kairotita. 

Actually, victory appears far 
from assured. Papandreou is 
going into foe polls as an under- 
dog, after winning easy victories 
in 1981 and 1985 and then taring 
his party majority in June polls. 
Bnt no one is ruling him out; 

Papandreou’s durability is due 
to several factors: political astute- 
ness; foe strong party loyalty of 
Greek voters; support from far- 
mers; Papandreon’s autocratic 
rule of Pasok; and his personal 
charisma. 

The most serious difficulty fad- 
ing Papandreou are tte charges 
of involvement in a multiimUkm- 
doDar bank scandal and of order- 
ing illegal wiretapping of his 
friends and foes. 

In September he was indicted 
by parliament, becoming the first 
Greek civilian leader ordered to 
stand trial for alleged wrongdoing 
in office. , 

Papandreou ^claimed that foe 
indictments were foe ‘result of a 
conspiracy f a aimihiliite trim poli- 
tically. This defence appears to 
have worked. 

“We watched the (partiameo- 
tajy) debates on television but no 


one was convinced that Papan- 
dreou is guilty,” said Nikos 
Christonakis, a 78-year-old re- 
tired farmer and Pasok supporter 
on Crete. “The government’s 
arguments were unconvincing.” 

Political scientist Mich&lis 
Spouxdalakis said the right- and 
left-wing parties may not get 
much advantage from attacking 
Papandreou on the scandals. 

“They failed to understand that 
you don’t dismantle a movement 
which onoeenjoyed 48 per cent of 
the vote xn three months,” he 
said. “And they are going to pay 
the price- You don’t do these 
things with guerilla warfare. A 
different political programme is 
what’s needed.” 

The former premier has faced 
no .threats to his leadership within 
his ‘own party, because of his 
autocratic form of rule and the 
absence of another leader on the 
horizon. 

In addition to the scandal 
charges, conservatives and leftists 
accuse Papandreou of nmring the 
economy, citing a $-58biIHon 
public debt. 

But farmer*, who form 25 per 
cent of foe working population, 
point to i m p ro vements in educa- 
tion and health care in the coun- 
tryside and to European Econo- 
mic Community agricultural sub- 
sidies which they attribute to the 
Socialists’ management. 

Papandreou has won support 
form tbe left through pledging to 
pull Greece out of NATO and the 
EEC, and keeping dose ties with 
international leftist figures; 

However, he has acted prag- 
matically, keeping Greece in the 
EEC and negotiating a new S 
year defence accord with the Un- 
ited States in 1983. 

Spourdalakis says Papandreou 
was able to capitalise on foe 
anti-U.S. sentiments which fol- 
lowed the fall of Greece’s junta in 
1974. The seven-year dictatorship 
was seen as having enjoyed 
American support. 

Papandreou, who founded 


Pasok in 1974, promised a new 
future for Greece but also repre- 
' seated a link with the put. He 
was a cabinet member in the 
centrist gover nm ent of his father 
George, who was removed from 
power in 1965. 

Spourdalakis said Papandreou 
p e rson ifi ed Greeks’ yearning for 
change in tbe political system. 

“Being educated and a tech- 
nocrat, he could fulfill foe de- 
mand for modernisation in socie- 
ty, politics and the economy,” he 
raid. 

The first serious blow to 
Papandreou came in August last 
year when he left for London 
urgently for medical treatment. 
Hie underwent open-heart 
surgery that October and was 
hospitalised again in July for 
pneumonia and kidney failure. 

'He has a doctor at his side 
continually but claims that his 
health has not affected his ability 
to lead. 

While in London, Papandreou 
went public about his affair with 
an air hostess half his age, Dimit- 
ra Liam. He was still married to 
his U.S.-born wife of 38 years, 
Margaret. A poll conducted after 
the June elections found that 
Pasok had lost 7 per cent erf its 
women voters. ' 

Papandreou married Tiani m 
July, and neither the opposition 
nor the press have concentrated 
on his personal life in this cam- 
paign. ' 

Papandreou’s opposition have 
attacked him continually for the 
mndslmgmg tactics enqrfoyed by 
some newspapers allied to him 

For example, one newspaper, 
Avriani, continually present*, 
coalition of foe Left and Progress 
secretary-general Leonidas Kyr- 
kos as a “sell out” to the Amer- 
icans, charging Kyrkos en- 
gineered the coalition’s recent 
alliance with foe right 

One of the biggest questions 
about the elections is what win 
happen if no one gains a- 
majority. . 


or her own. But they do have to 
decide; in foefr decisions, there is 
no place for claims of ignorance 
— The New York Times. 

LETTERS 

The question is... 

I AM a Muslim. I came to 
Jordan from Turkey through 
marriage. My deceased father 
used to pray five times a day; my 
mother who was also a Muslim, 
(fid not. There was a. complete 
harmony at home, as far as reli- 
gion was concerned. 

I do not know Too j an Faisal, 
and Toujan Faisal does not know 
me, but I simply admire that 
courageous, committed woman. 

Everyone, including the people 
who accuse her of not being a 
Muslim, knowiu that the question 
here is not refigtan. . 

The question is th*^ with* 
semi-educated mm are fe*ftng 
threatened by the women of Jor- 
dan who are becoming aware of 
their rights. Many such m en look 
at Toujan Faisal as one who is 
promoting tins awareness. They 
hope foal by suppressing -her, 
they can suppress foe rest of foe 
women. 

The women of Jordan wiQ not 
be suppressed; and they should 
not be suppressed. The men 
should be proud of their wives, 
®*ters*: daughters and encourage 
gep to do their doty towards 
.their community. Ami many wise 
men do. r ■ 


"wtuvu ui donum nai 

a tong way; and they have 
tong way to gpraff many 

men themselves have aloi 


wean 

tolerance, -which our i 
*eac*es_ hs, i* hi then 
*“***&» of Toujan Fai 
We need Toujan Fafa 

need more fike her. Note 

women — birt for our o 
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The Holy See and the Middle East 


Address by ArdUHshop Resato R. Martino, Ftnunent 
Observer of the Holy See to the United Nations at the Middle 
East Colloquium, Fordham U ni v er s it y 1989 

THE HOLY SEE finds itself in a unique position in die «wi nM i^ i iy of 
In a no dear age, it is without nuclear w ea pon s or conventional 
»MO M i caccf* for a few hundred p uhBc a egini t y gHawfc ■in Vini ^offty , 

US gro^ national JHOdact is negligible, its financial hnlrfmgc minimal and 
its deficit nmtuiting 

Yet the Holy See is a force of considerable stature m the international 
c ommun ity. As yon know, die* Holy See 'is mote **»*n simply the 
independent State of Vatican Qty which meas ure s Just 0.44 sqnare 
Mometrcs. The Holy See is the juridical p er sonification of the unique 
- ministr y of die P ope, a stains which history has always accordedhmi, 
stalling from the first rente rirs of our era, and uninterruptedly from the 
M idd le Ages. That reafity which the international community recognises 
is c ommon ly c a lled “the Papacy,” the centre of u ni ty and of comtomBon 
tor the local churches, an entity which enjoys, with Tespect to other states, 
an uncontented sovereignly. 

Besides bemg among die oldest international entities engaged in 
d fpfrmmtfc activity, the Holy See also exerts a special Knrf of dmtanacy. 

Fbrwhatitladcsmthefieldsof military, econmnu and financial might. It 

makes op for in the realm of moral suasion. The Holy See seeks to use its 
moral force for the good, first of aO, of the Church around die world and 
for the protection and advancement of peace and the human ri gh t s of aH 

peopta. 

Fhxthfiil to its mistion, die Holy See attempts to make an impact on the 

level of p rin ci p le s .- It seek* to he a voice of r rew tr ienry for huTTUfflkmd It 
does not offer specific political or tcdmical rotations; w * * solutions are 
die task of others and are beyond the Holy See’s ansaioc. OccaskmaBym 
modern times the Holy See has been caged in as the arbitrator betw een 
disputing states; the role of the Holy See in settling the sovereignty 
dispute between Qnle and Argentina over the Beagje tdaruti jg g jg 
point. Yet rarely does the Holy See serve in such a capacity. CastdgandoL 
§0 is not Camp david. 

It seeks rather to continually raise questions of morality and hnman 
rights, to con tinu a ll y speak for dialogue as the only acceptable alternative 
to violence, and to offer its good offices in whatever way it can to help the 
process of peace and justice internationally. It dries this through a 
mufti-frosted approach that includes private diplomacy, public papal 
p ro no mitt aieii ts . both written and qxAm, and at «rf 

papal emissaries to trouble spots, ft includes mwiwflu between rh* Prye ’ 
and other officials of the Holy See with a vast array of r ep resentatives of 
gov ernm ent s , religions, and international organisations. It also caHsupon 
the day-by-day coDAontioa of papal nuncios working in die 117 
amntries wifo wfridi the Holy hnc fall rfi plmatif y wit 

wMim a i m mher of mte jtiarin^l ynrh m the T I nited 

here in New York. 

TM Holy See and the Middle East 

What is the Holy See’s interest in the area of the Middle East? 

The population of the Middle East is o ve rwh e lm ingly Muslim. Yet 
given the church's solicitude for die fa™" person, the Hob See is 
concerned that the human rights aid legitimate aspirations of all peoples 
in the Middle Em* be respected. Along with dual concern, and, indeed/as 
a logical consequence of it. the Holy See feels deeply its responsibility 
toward the Catholic communities in that region, who, as yon know, five 
among Muslim majorities. 

The Holy See has punned that aim in two ways: first, by using all 
available private and public cfiptomatic channels to defend human rights, 
and secondly, by supporting schools and social institutions operating 
throughout the area. 

On the duriomatic level its concern for bwiM ri ght* was repeatedly 
manifested anting the Itan-Iraq war. In addition to private communica- 
tions with Imp and Iranian leaders, Pope John Pad n addressed* 
"miimwim pobfac fa nun i fa nan appeals to die warring parties to cease 
hostilities- He did so dnringandienceg for special groups, such as the visit 
of die Iraqi Cfcakfcan-rite Bishops to the Vatican, die acceptance of the 
letter of credence from die new Iraqi and Iranian ambassadors to the Holy 
See, aid often during his general audience talks and his addresses prior to 
the Sunday Angefus from his apartment window overfookhig St. Peter's 


pe rso nnel, were tightening up operations. / 

Pope John Paul II most recently called attention to the noa-sectanan 
nature of the duett actions in the field of social terries m a meeting on 
Feb. 3 with die Nshops of Arab regions. Referring to the c hur ch's social 
proj ect s throughout the Middle East, the Pbpe said: “The Impartia l 
obs er ver will nod no other purpose ormrention than that of serving the 
development of the human person accordmg to God’s design.” 

. Aspmof the legacy <rf bis hiatoifcpflgnmigs to the Holy Land in 1964, 
PopcPanl VI estafened a amnber of in s tituti ons for the sake of the Arab 
population: the Panl VI “Eptapheta” jp s ti t nt e for deaf-mute Arab 
children; die Arab housing society, wfrjch helps young Arab couples 
obtain affordable housing; and Betnfehean Uni v ersit y. In that uni v er s it y, 
as in SL Joseph’s U ni ver s ity in Beirut an d the other church-related and 
-supported schools and social institutions, many of die students and the 
needy served are not Christians. Rdf of the students at Bethlehem 
Unwktl t y are women — in a region ot the world where female mnvenity 
emofhnent is only about half die me enroflmtaxL 
In Jerusalem, for example, of the/1,000 students who attend the Freres 
CoUeee.half are Muslims. Sacre Cixxa Institne in Hsifo serves the needs 
of Chriritian. Jewish, Druse rid other Muslim children who are 
handicapped. J 

R^y nmr frf thf rl m r ch ’ic intffpg in thp lmmm right to « a»n 

as its interest in die e fficario u ffimrtlonms of its own schools, the Holy 
See and the Latra-rite patriarch continue to raise questions about the 
prolonged dosing of BedilehOT University and schools on the West Bank , 
some of which hare not bad regular seasons since October of 1987. 

The Church’s Homeland 


in addition to its interest in defending die hmnai * rights of afi peoples, 
the Holy See has, of comse, another major interest in the Middle East. 

For ns the Holy Landte our homeland, our country of origin-, Jerusalem 
is the church’s hometown. 

Ours is a historical /incarnabooal refigkm. Our founder was born in a 


_ln addition. in order to give more concrete cj q pregio oto his concern, in HTDltTHtOr 

Dece mb er 1985 the Fripe dispatched Roger Cardinal Etchegaray, pen- » vj 

(tent of the Pontifical Cbanal for Justice and Peace, to visit prisoners of IDC HO 

war hi Iran and Iraq. Or Christmas eve the Cardinal, .who. carried Hkiuifp he 
personal messages from the Pope to the Iranian and Iraqi heads of state, u “r ulc u< 

met wtfh3J)0Q&aqi p ri so ners war, (rf whom abont 80 were C hr i stian , in the Beaglt 

Tfahrirah near Ten p m ; on Christmas morning be celebrated w™ m r-* 

Tehran fer300 Christian FoWs. He held smiilar meetings in early Jazmaiy rarely dm 

1985 with Iranian PoWs in Iraq. . 

_ In this year’s animal address to diplomats accredited re the Holy See, capacity • 
Pope John Paul mentioned again the current prisoner^} F-war situation David ” 

be t w een Iran and Iraq: He said.- “I cannot pass over in sflence the return 1/aT,u * 

of the prisoners of war to their homelands. Ax the beggaring of tins New 
Year, which is an occasion everywhere for fondly reunions, how can we _ 

forget all those who have span these holidays for from their loved ones? 

How can we foil to exprcta the hope that the authorities of these two In his Aposto 

co un trie s , assisted by the competent international org a nis ati ons , will Pope John Pan] 

come to an a gree ment concerning the methods of repatriation, and thus interested in pi e 

shortm the sufferings of these men and give many famiKes the joy of historical Christ 

remuous so impatiently awaited?” (Address to (foreman, Jan. 9, 1989). _ The Holy See’s < 

Regarding the use of chemical weapons in die uan-fraq war, the Holy people — our Q 

Father constantly pleaded for an end to the use of socfamhntnan weapons. the streets of h 

I migta mention in tins context that the Holy See is a signatory re the 1925 said, “not only 

Geneva Protocol outlawing chemical weapons use and participated in die historical Jerusz 

i nte r na tion al conference on chemical weapons in Palis last January. current Awtimi 

On the practical, grassroots level, action by the Holy See for the everyone” (Red 
advancement of the hnman parson in the Middle East has been consistent Onr history u 

and growing. Most of it is channelled through the Catholic Near East have been redo 

Welfare Association and the Pontifical Mission for Palestine. Set up 40 in sc ripti o n s. I, f< 

yean ago by Pope Pius XU to aid the Palestinians during what was then diy located in v 

thought to be a passfog emer ge ncy, the Pontifical Mission distributed, in Tunisia, help ke 

1987 alone, $6.7 nritfion in rid — most erf it to non-Chri stians — through is no more to \ 

is Are mam offices in Beirut, Amman and Jerusalem. A neat portion of While we con 

those contributions, I woold like to add, comes from Am eri c an C at ho lics . are co mmi tted t 

Traditionally the budget has gone toward the usual array of social rich Latin and C 
projects. But last year about haa of the budget was devoted to reporting snee the origins 

the ravages of fighting, mdodfeg 550,000 to reconstruct die village of if other Bfiddle 


town a fewmites from Jerusalem. For us world history reached its cfiinax 
in the Old Qty oWenwalrm 

The vast majority of the world’s Catholics and other Christians have 
mown op with rife names of Capernaum, Nazareth, Bethlehem and 
Caesarea on thdr Kps. The aimak of the Early Chinch carry Middle 
Eastern datehoek Joppa, Gaza, Damascus, Antioch, Tyre and Sidoc. 
These places ali as familiar to tbe believer as the towns of Valley Stream, 
Yonkers or Rfrerdak are to a New Yorker. 

Onr hr otheg and sisters still five m these places. Just as aecond-and 
third-genera tiem inmugrmts to the new woda look to thdr roots and to 
those who stayed behind in order to folly understand themselves, so, too, 
we go back lb our ccdeaal roots — to those who are stiD there — perhaps 
not m large numbers, but with richness and tfiv erri ty of rites, traifitioos 
and cyfr u res unparalleled el sewh e re in the world. 

They are Marofotes and Mdkites, Copts and Armenians, Chaldean and 
Syrian- rite Cathie* There is the Latin Patriarchate in Jerusalem, under 
its vh f p lir f d Michel fafafc who, of his fa fchfal , js a Palestinian. 

In Jerusalem itself, the Catholics now number only about 18,000; these 
are not recent co nv e r t s from him, but rather privileged members of the 
Universal Church whose lineage can be traced all the way back to 
Apostolic . Indeed, it can be said that they are the original C hri st ian s 
and that we in the rest of the world are their co n verts. 


“Faithful to its mission, the Holy See 
attempts to make an impact mi the level of 
principles. It seeks to be a voice of conscience 
for h umankind . It does not offer specific 
political or technical solutions; such solutions 
are the task of others and are beyond the 
Holy See’s mission. Occasionally in modern 
times the Holy See has been called in as the 
arbitrator between disputing states; the role 
of the Holy See in settling the sovereignty 
dispute between Chile and Argentina over 
the Beagle Islands is a case in point. Yet 
rarely does the Holy See serve in such a 
capacity. .Castelgandolfo is not Camp 
David.” 


Annua jg northern Lebanon, and about SKOJXO to expand tbe Arab 
Society for Physiotherapy and to buy braces for Palestinians injured in the 


Last year even more aid was given, and tins during a period when some 
i n tern a tional relief organisations, worried about rim safety of their 


In his Apostolic letter on Jerusalem, entitled, “Redemptioois Anno,” 
Pope John Paul made it dear that die Holy See is not only intensely 
interested in preserving the archaeology, artifacts and architecture of the 
historical Christian coimiamiiies but also those cranm u nil i ts themselves. 
Tbe Holy See’s concern is not just for our holy places but also for our holy 
people — our Christim brothers and sisters whose ancestral addresses are 
the streets of Jerusalem, Damascus, and Beirut. As Pope John Paul JJ 
said, “not only the monuments or die sacred places, bur the whole 
bstonca! and the existence of iduoDS theur 

anreut siuu t tio n and tfaeir future, cannot but affect everyone and interest 
everyone” (Redemptionts Anno, April 20, 1984). 

Onr history is fife-giving, even where its physical and material traces 
have been reduced to die stone ruins of a cathedral or to a few stone 
in sc ription s. L for instanc e , as Titnlar Archbishop of Segerme, an ancient 
city located in what is now die archaeological site of Hencfa-El-Arat in 
luiihiftr help keep alive the memory of a once thriving local church which 
is no more to be found on that spot. 

While we co mm e mora te the CathoSc past in places Eke Scgenne, we 
are committed to the Catholic present and future, to the support of the 
rich Latin and Oriental Rites wmch have been present in the Holy Land 
since the origins of die ehmch itselL What an jncalcnhMe loss it would be 
if other Bfiddle Eastern episcopal Sees were to pass into tbe book of 
memories! 

This commitment is ever more urgent since, in many parts of the Middle 
East, our Qithofic brothers and sisters constitute a church suffering. As 
Pbpe John Paul H pointed out in his meeting with the bishops of the Arab 
regions: “Mori of you are called to ex e r e ne your ministry in difficult 


sodo-politica! arcmnstaaces. In some of poor countries the faithful suffer 
and dm m titt conflicts winch have marked the Middle East and the Gulf 
region for yean” (Feb. 3 , 1989). In addition to the offering of war and 
violence, Q o rt an are a m inority presence is various societies, and, in 
f» y ta‘ n i must pot up with discriunmitoiy laws. 

Tbe Oily Land 

* 

The Holy See’s ermwant position on the Holy Land has been based 
np^ f tmn. fnU wwwn- P tiHrifayw of the “l egitima te aspirations” of all 
peoples firing in Palestine, and guarantees for safeguarding die life, the 
a cti v i ties and die Holy Places of Christians, Jews and Mnsfims in the area, 
and especially the city of Jerusalem with its unique s ig nific a n ce for 
beHeven from the force monotheistic refigioos. 

Reg ar d in g die H n» mm rights a qifr* of its diplomacy, the Holy See has 
always in “ twinnin g.” It defends equally the rigbts of both the 

I sra eli and Mwimm jmnpiM tn their own homeland where they can each 
live in freedom, dignity and security, and at peace with their ne i gh bours. 

In a speech to Jewish leaders in Miami on Sept. II, 1987, Pope John 
Panl D dearly the church’s constant policy: 

Cathofics recognise rang (he ekraents of the Jewfafc experience 
that Jews have a refigioos attachment to the land, which finds frs 
roots in tradition. After the tragic rrtrm ti nat i o n off the 

Shook, the Jewish people began a new period fa thdr history. They 
have a right to • homeland, ns does any *M nation, according to 
international taw. “Fer the Jewish people who live In the state of 
Israel and who preserve in that bad sack precious testimonies to 
their history and there faith, we must ask for the desired security 
and the doe tranqrifity that is the prerogative of evesy nation mod 
condltinn of Bfe and of progre s s for every society” (RedcreptkiBfa 
Anno, April 28, 1984). What has been said about the right to a 
hnwnOnH also appfies to the Palestinian people, so many of whom 
remain homeless and refegees. Whfle afi concerned most honestly 
reflect on tbe past, Musfims no less than Jews and Christians, it is 
time to forge those sotatioas which wffl lead to a just, complete and 
ferihag pence in that area. For tids peace I earn e s tl y pray. 

The Pope has embraced the sufieriugs of both the Israeli and 
Palestinian peoples with com pas sion; be hat readied out, both m word 

«nH whl tn riu V.l« rin i m I..W r* 

thdr children grow up in refugee camps; and he has spoken often and 
most personally of the borrora of tbe botocanst as one who was an 
e y ew i t n ess to it and his homeland of Poland. 

Moreover, he has given no harbour to terrorism or reprisals, from 
whatever side they come because such actions have victmused, at one time 
or another, afi peoples of the region. 

Last December a Vatican conummiqoe said «fa»t the Pope granted an 
audience to Yasser Arafat in part “to encourage dialogue, which is the 
only means for seeking an equitable eolation to the Mideast conflict, thns 
exomfing all forms of recourse to anus or violence and above all, to 
t erro ri MB and reprisal.” In his New Year’s address to diplomats at the 
Vatican on Jan. 11, 1966. tbe Pope unequivocally condemned t e rrorism 
which, he said, “creates a rKmatrt of insecurity.” 

He continued: ‘We arc faced with a dreadful network of people who do 
not hesitate to kin a great number of innocent victims, and that often 
occurs in countries winch are foreign to them, and not involved in their 
problems in order to tfiwiminat e panic and draw attention to tbeir cause. 
Our reprobation cannot but be absolute and unanimous.” 

The Pontiff also noted, however, that in certain situations just solutions 
have not been attained, thns lifting to frustration, violence, hatred and 
nafiMaiiuinate reprisals which he condemned as “flhuory solutions.** 

The only solution fies in negotiation and dialogue: 

Whfle kating a r an re rt ed and tins action to bn t m or in from the 
hmnen race, it h accessary, by negotiation, to seek, before it is too late, to 
get rid of evexything, as for « poarible, that would hinder the satisfying of 
the Jmt atobrtokna of peoples. Id particular, do we not find hare the noose 
of taj—tice that mnthcMfiwt to arrive at afoot and sqnfraMe rotation of 
the entire qumtlnn of die Mlddfe East? (address to diplomats, Jan. 11, 
1986). 

To help untie that noose around the neck of the Middle East, tbe Holy 
See has welcomed to the gates of tbe Vatican anyone party to the Middle 
East situation. In the last 20 years tbe Popes have received in private 
audience Israeli P ri me Ministers Golds Men- (1973) and Shimon Peres 
(1965); Foreign Ministers Abba Eban (1969), Moshe Dayan (1978), 
Yitzhak Shimir (1982), «wd other m hin e t ministers. The Popes have met 
in the Vatican with His Majesty King Hnsein, and with Presmenls Anwar 
Sadat and Hosni Mubarak of Egypt. Similaity, PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat has been re cei v ed twice in private audience by Pope John Panl H 
Cm 1982 and 1988). 

Co un tl es s ecumenical and religious groups, especially leaders from the 
Jewish comnnmity, have been received by tne Pontiff and have engaged in 
frank dialogue. 

The Holy See currently has diplomatic relations with neither Israel, nor 
the Kmgdom.of Jordan, nor the newly proclaimed Palestinian State. 
Referring to &vek>pments on the Palestinian question in recent months, I 
noted in a speech Nov. 15 at the United Nations that: “The Hedy See has 
followed with interest the signs of goodwill which have been shown 
recently, and prays that they might lead to the realisations of hopes, and 
also to a fresh approach to lougttancfing questions.” 

The Vatican Press Office, in a c om m uni qne Dec. 23. 1988 following 
Yasser Arafat's audience with the Pope said that His Hofiness noted that 
the path to peace and justice “was still perhaps very long, and certainly 
difficult... still, cert a in recent events seem to meet the expectations of 
those populations.” 

In r eg ar d to Israel, the Holy See has pointed out that the lack of full 
diplomatic relations does not imply denial of tbe wristcnce of the state of 
IsraeL That such recognition exists is dear from die constant contacts 
which have taken place in Rune between the Popes and leaders of Israel, 
some of which I have already mentioned. These contacts have included 
official Israeli delegations to important church events such as to papal 
funerals, to the'opemng and dosing of the Second Vatican Council and to 
the inauguration of the Pontificate of Pope John Panl IL 

The Pope himself has referred publicly to foe state of Israel on different 
o c c as i ons , notably in the Apostolic letter “Redemptionis Anno” oo the 
city of Jerusalem and in his speech to representatives of the Jewish 
community in Miami in 1987. . . 

Foil diplomatic relations, however, most await the resolution of certain 
outstanding problems, such as die issue of tbe rights of die P al e stinian s, 
which has been pending for more than 40 years; the status of the city of 
Jerusalem; the question of internationally recognised borders and die 
related issue of IsraeTs confficts with its neighbours; and the restoration of 
peace in Lebanon, since tbe well-known aggressive operation carried oat 
by Israel in 1982 has also contrib ute d to the eomptex Lebanese crisis, and 
die presence of die Israeli army in tbe south of country continues to 
contribute to it. 


Life on the 
Romanian 
baby-farm 


By Marcus Tanner' 

IN LINE with most East Euro- 
pean countries, Romania faces a 
railing birth rate and the prospect 
of population decline. But its vain 
attempts to reverse this trend by 
imposing draconian restrictions 
on. contraception and abortion 
marie it out from its Communist 
neighbours. These measures have 
reached a nadir in tire supervision 
of women of cfafldbearing age by 
the health service and the police. 

Tbe obsessive pursuit of a high- 
er birth rate has been the hall- 
mark of Romania’s policy on 
family health since Nicolae 
Ceansescu took power in 1965. 
At the 1984 party congress, 
Ceansescu annotmwd that his 
aim was a birth rate of 20 per 
1,000 per annnm, which would 
raise the population from 23 mil- 
lion at present to 30 minion by 
the year 2000. 

So for Ceansescu has not been 
successful in raising the birth rate 
in spite of his carrot (there are 
material benefits for pregnant 
mothers) and stick approach. The 
birth rate has been on the decline 
since 1946, apart from a brief rise 
in 1967 after the passing of the 

1966 anti-abortion law, # and was 
down to 14 per 1,000 by the early 
1980s. 

All women of childbearing age 
are now subject to monthly com- 
pulsory p regn ancy m mi nafini ff 

at factory workplaces. Failure to 
obtain a certificate testifying 
attendance entails foe complete 
loss of rights to dental and medic- 
al treatment, pensions and social 
security. 

These “birth squads” also visit 
married women in tfaeir homes to 
find out whether they are pre- 
gnant. When a w oman Is found to 
be expecting a baby, failure to 
produce a child within nine 
months can result in charges 
being brought. 

The .ban on contraceptives has 
not been relaxed even with the 
discovery that there areperhaps 
some 30 people with AIDS. The 
health mnristiy has declared that 
as condoms are Dot effective in 
checking the spread of AIDS, 
there was no need for condoms to 
be reintroduced. The pSand the 
IUD are also unobtainable. 

The non- availability of con- 
traceptives in the 1960s led to 
huge numbers of abortions. In 
1965, the year before foe anti- 
abortion law came into force, 
there were over a nriffion abor- 
tions — more than four for every 
live birth, while abortions 
dropped sharply to 206,000 in 

1967 (and foe forth rate soared), 
they have risen steadily ever 
since. The demographic effect of 
foe restrictive law was thus tem- 
porary, but the deaths attributed 
to abortion rose dramatically. 

Abortion has been progresave- 
ly made more difficult since the 
anti-abortion law of 1966. People 
sometimes go to extreme lengths 
to obtain legal abortions. One 
mother was discovered to have 
persuaded her son to testify that 
be had impregnated his teenage 
sister to enable her to qualify for 
an “incest” abortion. And doc- 
tors have been put on trial for 
perf orming an excessive number 
of terminations even when they 
were legal. Discovery of illegm 
abortion entails tbe doctor befog 
struck off foe medical list and a 


prison sentence of 19 to 15 years. 

Unwanted pregnancies are re- 
solved in foe backstreets by 
errant doctors of traditional 
“wise women,” in often un- 
hygienic conditions and with fre- 
quent casualties. One woman was 
found half alive in a dustbin, 
where an unsuccessful anmtetir 
abortionist had dumped her 
body. 

Marriage is not a private mat- 
ter but a “social private matter” 
according to the authorities. It is 
compulsory for Romanians be- 
fore the age of 25 if they want to 
avoid paying extra taxes worth 
approximately 10 per cent of then- 
salaries. Once married, it is ex- 
tremely difficult to get divorced. 
Married couples have two years 
following marriage to produce a 
baby, and failure to do so without 
medical reasons also entails 
paying extra taxes. 

Id September 1986 Ceansescu 
attempted an ex planat io n of his 
crusade: “The fetus is a socialist 
property of the entire society," 
he said. “Giving birth is a patrio- 
tic duty which is decisive for the 
fete of the country. Those who 
dren are deserters trying to escape 
dren.are desertes trying to escape 
foe laws of national continuity.” 

Because marriage is seen only 
as a repro ducti ve mechanism at 
the service of the state, women 
are encouraged to produce babies 
from whoever is willing to father 
them and lax morals are encour- 
aged among youth. 

Until recently, surplus children 
from the country’s overflowing 
orphanages were often sold, for 
hard cnrrency, to childless cou- 
ples from France, Israel, Italy 
and Belgium, but now this adop- 
tion trade has been made illegal. 
Homosexuality, as a crime 
against reproduction, is illegal 
and punishable by a prison sent- 
ence. 

The unwillingness of many 
Romanians to have children in 
spite of the intense propaganda 
campaign stems largely from poor 
health services and the difficulties 
and expense of bringing op chil- 
dren, compounded by rationing, 
food shortages, and foe difficulty 
of obtaining even such basics as 
soap and nappies. 

Fresh and powdered milk are 
in constant short supply. The 
government has tried to rectify 
this shortcoming by making pow- 
dered milk available to pregnant 
women who apply for it, bat the 
forms are so complicated and foe 
bnreancracy administering them 
so unwieldy that relatively few 
Romanian mothers take up the 
offer. Special baby foods are not 
available except to the party elite, 
for whom there are supplies of 
foreign baby magazines and baby 
foods imported from France. 

Electricity shortages began to 
bite in 1979 and have rcannned 
severe ever since. In recent win- 
ters the average electricity supply 
for a household has been only 
about four hours a day. As a 
result, many old people and 
babies die in tbe winter black- 
outs. Romanian statistics on ch- 
ild deaths do not indnde babies 
who die within the first two mo- 
nths, but reliable interna- 
tional authorities estimate the 
Romanian infant mortality rate at 
more than twice the rate in East 
Germany, for example PEO- 
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Air Freight Forwarding, 
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Door-to-door Service, 
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Economy 


Soviets fume over proposal 
to increase cigarette prices 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Finance Minister Valentin 
Pavlov proposed a 30 per cent rise in cigarette prices 
Monday-^- and it caused so nmdig wimhlfng among 
deputies in parliament that Mikhail Gorbachev had 
to call for order. 


" Pavlov told the Supreme 
Soviet, which is giving the 1990 
budget a second reading, that 
higher taxes on tobacco would 
raise the equivalent of around $2 
urition for state coffers. 

Hie also called for increases on 
items from beer to caviar to fund 
new health, education and wel- 
fare prog ram mes and urged that 
the tobacco rise be carried out 
quickly to offhead boarding. 

“We call your attention to the 
price in tobacco... the govern- 
ment is that the price 

change be carried out immediate- 
ly,” he told deputies. 

“Otherwise we will have 
another washing powder situa- 
tion,” he said, referring to con- 
sumer boarding of washing pow- 
der and soap in the past year 
became of price rises. 

Cigarettes cost 40 kopeks (64 
cents) arpack and Pavlov said that 
by* iai am^ytaxes on these and 
luxury items such as beer, caviar 
and crab meat the state oould 
raise 2.97 billion roubles ($4.6 
billion). About Half would come 
from tobacco. 

_ Pavlov said public organisa- 
tions, tndndmg the Communist 
Party, should sell their Volga 
luxury cars and the state should 
stop funding the exhibition of 
economic achievements, a huge 
display of Soviet technology in 
Moscow. 

The money earned by these 
proposals could finance badly 
needed social programmes with- 
out increasing the proposed 
budget deficit of nearly 60 billion 
roubles ($96 biDkm). 

Pensions for military and police 
officere could be raised, and more 
money could go to everything 
from maternity wards to chil- 
dren's hospitals and orphanages.. 

In backing the price bikes, Pav- 
lov signalled government support 
for proposals worked out by 
several parliament committees 
following the budget’s first read- 
ing last month, but it was for from 
dear if the proposals would be 
approved. 

Economic analysis said con- 
sumers already facing shortages 


of essential goods from meat to 
soap were unlikely to accept price 
rises equitably even if they only 
affected luxury items. 

Debate on the proposed 
budget was expected to continue 
for most of tins week. Tbc gov- 
ernment-backed proposal pats 
expenditure at 493 3 bfltion rou- 
bles ($796 billion) with income at 
434.1 billion roubles ($700 bil- 
lion). 

Moscow wants the budget de- 
ficit, currently 120 billion roubles 
(£200 billion), to be halved within 
a year. 

Senior Soviet econo mi sts, at a 
meeting last week with Gor- 
bachev, told the Kremlin leader 
that his ‘’perestroika” reform 
programme hinged on quick ac- 
tion to provide disgruntled con- 
sumers with scarce household 


slowed the economy ' since July. 

Imports were o u tst rippin g ex- 
ports, the energy sector was in 
disarray and work stoppages had 
cost billions of roubles, particu- 
larly in die coal industry. 

The figures also in d i c ated that 
the Soviet grain harvest, although 
expected to be larger than in 
1988, was proceeding more slow- 
ly than last year. Oik farm expert 
suggested losses in production 
could push the figure -lower. 

Izvestia took issue wife figures 
showing a substantial increase in 
the production of consumer 
goods, including appliances, de- 


tergents and winter clothes. 
^Why 


ly are our store shelves just 
as empty as before? The daily 
asked, saying the explanation lay 
in the way the figures woe com- 
piled. 

Just over eight billion roubles 
($13 billion) of the increase woe 
acc oun ted for by liquor sales and 
a father six bflfion ($10 bffion) fay 
price increases. Goods worth 
three billion roubles ($5 billion) 
were siphoned off by factories to 
sell to their own em ployees, it 


‘If the consumer market does 
not improve in the near future, 
there will be insufficient stimulus 
to improve work... belief in the 
future will drain away,” econom- 
ist Abel Aganbegyan told the 
meeting, Monday’s Pravda said. 

“We cannot delay even one 
week. Only with each real mea- 
sure will the population feel im- 
provements in the country’s eco- 
nomic situation. We need an 
emergency programme to sort 
out the consumer market and 


Recent public opinion polls re- 
vealed that most Soviet citizens 
feel they have gained little from 
the reforms. 



Planning Minister Ziyad Farfas (second from right) 
tiou agreement (Petra photo) ~ 


! Itaty’s ambassador hi Jordan sign the coopera- 


Jordan, Italy sign accord 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Italy Monday signed an econo mi c 
and cooperation agree- 

ment paving the way for an in- 
crease in die volume of ex- 
changed goods and the imple- 
mentation of joint economic ven- 
tures involving private sectors 
from both countries. 

The agreement provided die 


basis for cooperation in technical 
and economic fields and created a 
joint committee to follow up the 
implementation of projects fi- 
nanced through Ttflnun gjjJ {q 
J ordan. 


whenever necessary to follow up 
the execution of schemes and to 
deal with problems that could 
impede projects. 


The two sides agreed to orga- 
nise a meeting for the Jordanian- 
Italian Economic Committee 


Pla nning Minister Ziyad Fariz 
and Italy's ambassador to Jordan, 
Francesco dq Garten, signed the 
agreement at the Ministry of 
Pl anning 


people’s well-being, ” he 


Aganbegyan called for mea- 
sures to “tie up” the hundreds of 
bfflkras of unspent roubles held 
by consumers facing empty store 
shelves. He suggested issuing 
attractive government bonds or 
offering state-owned dwellings 
for sale to the public. 

The government newspaper 
Izvestia said the latest few bright 
economic statistics were mis- 
leading. 

ThC daily was analysing data 
released by the state committee 
on statistics (Goskomstat) on the 
economy’s performance in the. 
first nine montits of 1989. 

The figures showed that 
strikes, ethnic conflicts and hi gh 
wage- rises had particularly 


EC, ACP fail to clinch agreement 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — Minis- 
ters from the European Com-' 
inanity (EC) and 66 Third World 
countries Monday felled to agree 
on a trade and aid treaty to 
succeed the thud Lome conven- 
tion, diplomats said. 

Talks stalled on their third and 
final day when the African, 
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
group of developing states re- 
fused to accept EC proposals for 
trade concessions under the new 
treaty. 

Hie two sides agreed to con- 
tinue discussions soon. 

“There are many di ff ere nce s 
on the question of trade,” said 
Mauritian . Agriculture Minister 
Muiiidas DuDoo. “But we have 
not rejected the EC proposals 
outright.” 

“Every significant progress 1ms 
been made on many important 
subjects,” French Foreign Minis- 
ter Roland Dumas, who chairs 


the Community ministers, told a 
news conference. 

Trade breaks and the amount 
of money the EC would put 
behind the new pact were the 
only sticking paints left, be said, 
adding tint he was confident the 
two skies would resolve their 
differences in time to sign a new 
accord before the end of De- 
cember. 


proposals on trade concessions. 
Community 


He said it was his aim to reach 
a Community agreanent on the 
convention’s volume be- 

fore the two sides met again in 
November. 

The ACP and the EC had 
agreed on commodities com- 
pensation, a ban dta exports of 
toxic and radioactive waste, ram 
and banana exports and extend- 
ing the treaty to 10 years, be said. 

Dumas said the Hurd World 
countries had asked to postpone 
further tails to give them time to 
consider their response to the EC 


diplomats said the 
12 member 'states felt the de- 
veloping nations had not suffi- 
ciently prepared their position. 
and needed more time to reach 
agreem en t among themselves. 

“It’s time we got past the stage 
of slapping a shopping list on the 
table, one French diplomat said. 

Some diplomats said the elec- 
tion of Ethiopian Ghebray 
Berhane as the new ACP secret- 
in tire small hours of* 
morning bad created in- 


ternal divisions that mad* it hard 
for die group to reach a con- 
census. 

Dulloo said the ACP found it 
difficult to negotiate when the 
financial size of the new conven- 
tion had not been broached. 


The ACP have asked for 15.5 
billion European Currency Units 
(ECUs) ($16.6 billion), com- 
pared with 7.5 billion .'ECUs of 
aid ($8 bflfiaU), and another bfl- 
hon in soft loans under the cur- 
rent convention. 


New copper discoveries enliven Omani hopes 


MUSCAT (AP) — New copper 
finds in northern Oman have 
revived hopes that the Gulf 
state’s fledging copper export in- 
dustry will be viable into the 21st 
Century, a senior minerals offi- 
cial has said. 


Mohammad Kassim, director- 
general of minerals, said pre- 
liminary studies conducted in 
association with Japanese govern- 
ment experts in the Yanqul re- 
gion” have shown proven re- 
serves of a minimum seven mil- 
bon tons of copper ore, guaran- 
teeing commercial production for 
another 14 years with further 
possibilities after that.” 

He said that this was consi- 


dered “very encouraging” from 
an economic point of view. 

Prior to the Yanqul discover- 
ies, Oman’s copper reserves were 
reported to be depleting and were 
not expected to last for more th an 
five years, according to tire latest 
issue of tire Central Bank of 
Oman publication al Maikazi. 
But it also referred to feasibility 
studies indicating prospects of 
more finds. 


The 10-year-old state-owned 
Oman Mining Co., which is rec- 
ognised by the London Metal 
Ex c hang e, began export in g re- 
fined copper cathodes in 1983 
from its $200 tmllion smelter and 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday October 30, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deatschcmaric 
Swiss banc 


628.0 
9853 9953 
342.1 345.5 
390.8 394.7 


Sdl French franc 1003 101.7 

Japanese yen (for 100} 4413 445.6 
Dutch guilder 303.1 306.1. 

Swedish crown 98.1 99.1 

Italian lira (for 100) 463 47.0 

Belgian franc (for 10) 162.8 164.4 


refinery located in Sohar on the 
Gulf of Oman coast. 

The complex was set op with a 
$100 minion grant freon the Saudi 
Fund for Development in an 
attempt to provide the Gulf state' 
with its first non-ofl related heavy 
industry. 

The main ore deposts located 
at Lasail, 16 kilometres west of 
Sohar, also in northern Oman, 
contain a p prox im ately two per 
cent copper and smaller amounts 
of gold and silver. Refined ex- 
ports total around 16,000 tons per 


a n nu m . 

Al Markazi reported that 
Oman’s mining industry reg- 
istered a record 14 minion riyais 
($36 million) contribution -to 
gross domestic product last year, 
due to what it called a significant 
hike in copper prices on the world 
market. It said the average price 
for Omani copper rose by about 
57 per cent during 1988. 

The new finds, according to 
Kasim, were also expected to 


produce an additional half ton of 
associated gold per annum. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
uarfing world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 

1.5710/20 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1740/50 

Canadian dollar 


1.8348/55 

Deutscbemarics 


2.0710/17 

Dutch guilders 


1.6045/55 

Swiss francs 


38.51/54 

Belgian francs 


62200/50 

French francs 


1346/1347 

Italian fire 


142.00/10 

Japanese yen 


63925/75 

Swedish crowns 


6.8800/50 

Norwegian crowns 


7.1450/1500 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

378.10/378.60 

U.S. dollars 




THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


Smtata. he 


HAFRtS 



’m too tired to shave my whole 
face today, lit do the rest 
of it next week.” 


SYDNEY — Australia’s share market recovered nearly half of 
Friday's losses in a rally inspired by a singe in the price of gold. 
The All Ordinaries index finished 15.1 higher at 1,637.1. 

TOKYO— Profit-taking on issues that rose last week and foreign 
arbitrageurs selling stocks underlying the index forced down 
prices. The Nikkei index fell 109.8S to 35,417.44. 

HONG KONG — Share prices closed firmer, off early gains, in 
g. Investors bought on the strength of possible 
; inner reserves by Hongkong and Man^i ai 


CoTp. The Hang Seng index rose 1231 to 2,680.: 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAHE 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


SPEHE 



■■ 



■ 

I VELGO 

• 




DYGOl 

ns 


[TH 


r S 

k. J 


GINDHI 


mmm 





Now arrange the dieted tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the cartoon. 


Answer here 


■mmiiu 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday’s I JvmNex ADULT GUESS CORNEA l * NSOLD 


Answer Whal he flaWJ Ms wife's reasoning largely 
“SOWitr 


litter Continental to build 
new luxury hotel in Japan 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Plans for 
a 613 room luxury hotel in Japan 
were unvcQcd by Inter Continen- 
tal Hotels Coip., heralding the 
advent of 'the i n terna t i onal hotel 
comp any' s development activity. 

Officials from the Inter Con- 
tinental headquarters in Mont- 
vale. New J£bey joined officials 
from the joint venture company 
of Hotel New Grand Saison 
Yokohama to sign an agreement 
for the new waterfront property 
— The Yokohama Grand Inter 
Continental Hotel — which is 
being built at the port of Yokoha- 
ma, 18 miles south of Tokyo. The 
hotel will be constructed next to 
the Padfico Yokohama conven- 
tion centre, an international con- 
ventional hall, conference centre 
and exhibition ball. 

The hotel will offer 49 suites, 
seven of them are Japanese style, 
and ocean views from 80 per cent 
of the rooms. There wQl be grand 
banquet ball, two banquet rooms, 
five small meeting rooms and 
seven dining suites as well as a 
complete health dub and eight 
food and beverage outlets. 

Inter Continental’s develop- 
ment activities have skyrocketed 
since the acquisition of the com- 
pany by Saison Overseas (Hold- 
s) which is comprised of the 


Saison Group of Japan and Scan- 
dinavian Antilles system. The 
hotel group opened the Forum 
Hotel Glasgow last month and 
next week opens the Forum 
Hotel Chicago. The Hotel Inter 
Continental Chicago, the aster 
hotel to the Forum Hotel Chicago 
is slated to open in January 1990. 

Other 1990 openings include 
the Hotel Inter Continental in 
Toronto in March and the Hotel 
Inter Continental Montreal in 
December. The Hotel Inter Con- 
tinental Manzanillo, the com- 
pany’s second resort in Mexico 
and third hotel in the Latin 
American country, will open .in 
spring 1990. 

In the Pacific/ Asia region. In- 
ter Continental will open the 
overseas Forum Hotel m. Shen- 
zhen, its first property in the 
People’s Republic of China in 
January 1990. A number of pro- 
jects are currently under consid- 
eration for development in die 
Pacific Rim, as well in North 
America, Latin America and die 
Soviet Union. 

Inter Continental also has been 
increasing its equity positions in a 
number of hotels inducting Ber- 
lin, Athens, Toronto and Mon- 
treal and has purchased its hotels 
in Miami and Chicago outright. ' 


Jordan to display products in I«tq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan wffl participate in foe 26flh B aghdad 
International Traded Fair doe to open in Bagh dad Wedn esday, 
The 15-day exhibition is - designed to exchan g e , information tind 
expertise as well as pr omote economic and technical ooopeztitiian 
among the participating countries. A total of 2,0 00 finns frfc 
sixty four countries have so fair expressed desire participate. 
Falah Mexza Mahmoud, director general -of trade finis and. trade 
services, said five countries — Chad, Hong Ko ng, M alta, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe — would be exhibiting for the first- time.;' I raq is , 
expected to display five types of tocafiysnpdnced cars, along with 
an Iraqi-made robot. Mahmoud said the sta te ind ustrial sector 
would be given priority in agreeing deals with foreign produces. 


Poland continues to devalue zloty 


WARSAW (R) — Poland has devalued the zloty by 12.6 percent 
continuing its (hive to narrow the vast gap between the free markt 
and official rates for the currency. The National Bank set the new 
rate at 2,400 zloties to the dollar against 2,098 Friday, according 
to figures published by the government newspaper Rzscspospah- 
ta. It was the third substantial devaluation since the Solidarity-led 
gove rnmen t took over on Sept. 12. The government's aim is to 
unite the official and free market rates of the zloty against the 
ftrJiar to mslrg the local currency con v erti ble on .the domestic 
market. Since Sept. 12, the official rate of the doty , has been 
devalued from 1,441 to the dollar to 2j400 while the free market 
rate dropped from around 12,000 zloties to the dollar to 7300. 
Officials expect the two rates to meet somewhere between 4,000 
and 5,000 zloties within three to sax months. The zloty has now 

been devalued 13 times sizra the start of tire year,- dropping from. 

503 to the dollar and losing 80 per cent of its official value. 


Kuwait donates $2m to Mubarak City 


CAIRO (R) — Kuwaiti Fjnh- Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah donated, 
$2 millio n for the construction of a city for scientific research in 
Egypt named after President Hosni Mubarak, local newspapers 
reported. 


Iran plans $4.8b railway expansion 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran plans to spend 350 bflfion riyals ($4.8 
InDion at the official rate) to expand its railway network. Roads 
and Transport Deputy Minister Sadeq Afshar has said. He added 
that 1,500 kilometres of railway track would be built during the 
next five-year plan, which is doe to be debated m parliament 
soon. 


China struggles with computer fraud 


PEKING (R) — Computer fraud is booming in China, with theft 
of mnfideniiai I nfo rmatio n as well as money, as security systems 
are tmabfe to keep pace with the growing ridll of the criminals, the 
People’s Daily has said. Since the first fraud was discovered in 
July 1986 at an office of the People’s Bank of China in Shenzhen, 
15 major cases had been found, the paper said. The tnggBst was 
the theft of 870,000 yuan ($235,000} from a bank in Chengdn tn 
March 1988. The number of computers has mushroomed in recent 
years, with 10,000 in use , as weD as 30,000 miniature models, but 
security systems, eff e cti ve management controls ami regulations 
to govern their use have not kept up, the People’s Daily sakL 
Criminals have also stolen secrets aid intelligence from the 
co mpu ters, the newspaper said but gave no more details. 


Debt crisis troubles Pope 


flie international debt crisis and said 20th Century prosperity has 
proved “distorted and unbalanced.” The Pope has previously 
urged debt relief for the Third World, but his speech last week 
was particularly strong. “Mankind has never known an era. of 
prosperity even vaguely co mp arable to that which the world in 
tins second half of the 20th Centnxy has come to enjoy r ” John 
Paul said. “And yet, this prosperity, on doser analysis, has 
to be distorted and imbalanced. It is a prosperity which 
its bat a small proportion of mankind, while leaving die 


majority of the waders inhabitants in a state of underdevelop- 
ment." The Pofish-barn Pontiff pointed in particular to the debt 


problem, sa; 
unbalances 


it “has become a symbol of already existing 
injustices whose burden is often borne by the 


poorest segments of the population, and it points to an apparent 
-ibffity to reverse a baneful process which seems at times to take 
on a life of its own.” He 
solving the problem. 


for greater human solidarity in 


Turkey buys Soviet gold 


ANKARA (AP) — ■ Turkey purchased 90 kflogrammes of 
from the Soviet Union, the first time it m a de such a buy Lvw 
Moscow, a central bank official has said. Yaman Turuner, money 
markets director at the central bank, told the Associated Press. 
Turkey would Imy another 300 kilogrammes of gold from the 
Soviet Union this Week. In the past Turkey has matte its gold 
purchases only from Switzerland and West Germany. Turuner 
said the Soviets dunged $17 per kilogramme for the transporta- 
tron, melting and insurance of the gold. The same expenses for 
the Swiss and West German gold ran from $30 to $34, he added. 
Another official said that Turkey also had plans to buy gold from 
South Africa. Turkey’s entire gold reserve is 140 tons. 
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Sports 

Chess championship: 

Soviets defeat U.S. 


LUCERNE, Switzerland (AP) — 
The Soviet Union defeated the 
United States 3-1 in die second 
round of the chess world team 
championships : Jo seize a com- 
manding 13-point lead in the 
competition.. 

The Soviets have 6.5 points oat 
erf a possible eight. Hungary, 
which drew 2-2 England, is 
second with five points.. ‘ 

In an outcome winch, asto- 
nished chess experts, Africa 
sooted a giant-killing 2S-1JS vic- 
tory over the Netherlands. 

Africa seized toe lead when 
their fourth board, international 
master SUm Bonaziz of Tunisia, 
outplayed international master 
Rim KrojL. 

The Netherlands, - who rested 
their two top players Sunday, are 
considered serious contenders for 
the bronze medals. 

“They underestimated us,” 
said Assent Afifi of Egypt, the 
African top board. 

Thff y ftamp innsIKp h stage/! ev- 

ery four years and features rune 


erf the leading chess-playing na- 
tions plus Africa. A win scenes 
one point, a draw scores a half 
point 

In other matches, Yugoslavia 
beat Switzeriand 25-1.5 to move 
into third place with 4.5 points. 
Cuba and China are tied at 1.5 
points apiece in their encounter, 
with one wnfinfahed game. 

In the U.S.-Soviet dash. New 
York grandmaster John Fecjer- 
owicz drew in 22 moves with the. 
(fisadvantage of the blade pieces 
against Jaan EMvest, while on 
board 1 Yasser Seirawan of tb% 
United States drew with Alexan- 
der Betiavsky. 

Bat Nd de . Krmian lost .on 
time a difficult position against 
Vassily Ivanchuk, . a 20-year-old 
Soviet ranked joint third in the 
world. 

The second victory came when 
Soviet grandmaster Mikhail 
Gurevich ground out a win 
against Dmitry Gurevich, a 
Soviet emigre grandmaster living 
in Chicago. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
■ AND OMAR SHARIF 

OIDM Tdbma iMIa Swica*. Inc. 


DISCOVER WHAT? 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 
NORIB 

# A K 3 
O 7 

0 K 8 5 4 2 

* Q 9 8 2 

WEST EAST 

*95 * QJ 19*6 2 

V K854 S? 63 

0 J 10 7 3 O A Q 9 6 

* A 73 * 5 


SOOTH 

* 74 

V A Q J 10 9 2 
0 VoM 

* K J 10 6 4 


The bidding: 



East 

South 

West 

North 

2 * 

3 

3 * 

3 NT 

4 * 

5 * 

Pass 

5 * 

Pass 

Pass 

6 * 

Pass 

Put 


Opening lead: Ace of # 

If this hand looks familiar , it's 
because we started dfoai-wing it in 
Friday’s column. The theme of the 
hand is "discovery,” and well look 
at what happened in the other room 
of an ,jJl-expert team match, where 
the contract was the same— six 
dubs. 


Here, too, West kd the ace of 
dubs to cut down cm dummy’s ruff- 
ing ability, and continued the suit. 
And Lhe declarer in this room did 
exactly what his opposite number 
did in the other — he won the second 
trick in dummy to lead the king of 
'diamonds in an attempt to find out 
who held the ace. 

But at this table East looked a bit 
deeper into the situation. The king 
of diamonds was an unusual play. If 
declarer had a diamond loser, he 
probably held no more than one 
spade, so why didn’t he cash the 
spades for a discard? If declarer was 
void in rtiaiHnnrfx, one discard was 
unlikely to help him, so East bravely 
followed with a km diamond. 

Declarer raffed, and thought he 
had all the information he needed. 
It looked Kke the ace of diamonds 
was with West, and he had already 
shown np with the ace of dubs. 
Therefore, East had to have the king 
of hearts for his opening weak two- 
bid. So declarer crossed to the king 
of spades and confidently led a 
bean to bis nine. He was more than 
somewhat surprised when the fi- 
nesse lost to West. Down one. 


THE Daily Crossword by Evalyn Banahoof 


ACROSS 
1 Traffic sign 
S Sch. type 
9 Spoken 
13 Inflald twit 
15 — avia 
18 Slangy 
negctfca 

17 In any way * 

18 Of "aona 
poeby 

19 Hot place 

20 Reduced 

22 Twaip’s Un 

23 — and skittles 

24 Without 


30 Actor ‘Skbuaar 

31 Mat song 

32 Stupid tafic 
35 Humble 

39 Farmland 

41 Fish eggs 

42 Intertwined 

43 Moccasin or 
ooppariwad 

44 Karanku 

48 Actor. . 
Everett 

47 Atttra 

49 Pa t te— its 
51 Ahum 

53 Tower 
55 Bacterium 
58 hi M obiufcan 
sequence 
82 Account entry 

63 On the briny 

64 Elegant fabric 

65 K. resort 

66 Minute 

67 Forest of — 

68 Shortly 

69 Wsars away 

70 Sal a man d er 

DOWN 

1 Box 

2 Fictional 

3 HyaBta 

4 Mhnnee 

5 (nveeUgate 

6 Detector 

7 Clapton 


aaaiayaa 


aHH jmi 


aMMN aaaaaaaaaa 


CAMS Tribute itadlate 
Alt mghtt Raaanad 

8 MaB boat 
8 Harassing 
(somebody) 

10 Gada b o ut 

11 humic's action 

12 Accommodate 
14 HkMy 

21 Say tt 1401 so 

25 Co ntai ner 

26 Obstacles 

27 Abadan’s land 

28 First name In 


Yastarfay's Paste Solved: 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn mnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnmniifirm 
nnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnn 
nnn nnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnm nnn nnn 
nnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nmnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


29 Game for two 

30 Candid 
S3 Desert dwefier 
34 Triumphed 

36 Longing 

37 Brand 

38 Whirlpool 
40 Attend 

45 mm as — 

48 Partial refund 53 Bloodhound's 56 Nee 

50 Ftagmico need 59 Helper 

51 Kind of sl e ev e 54 Endorses 80 Regatta g 

fit Formula of 55 — monster 51 Pannier 

bafiaf 57 — Minor Rockwell 



Peace championship 
opens in Kuwait 


KUWAIT (AP) — The emir of 
Kuwait, Sheik Jaber Al- Ahmed 
Al-Sabah Monday opened die 
Friendship and Peace Cham- 
pionship, the fint sports tourna- 
ment confined' to states of the 46' 
member Organisation erf Islamic 
Conference. 

• “In the name of God, we 
hereby, declare opened the 
Friendship and Peace Cham- 
pionship on the land of Kuwait, 
the land of peace and 
friendship,” the emir stated in his* 
capacity of chairman of the OIG 
The Islamic spoils carnival was 
opened with, a lavish celebration 
at the iTwrimah dub stadium with 
the participation of more than 


1,200 sportsmen from 45 coun- 
tries. ' 

The opening ceremony was 
attended by the president of the 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee, Juan’ Antonio Samaranch, 
and other prominent internation- 
al sports figures. 

It was organised by special 
instructions from the emir with 

8 aim of promoting 
ad solidarity among 
h. ■ 

: among the partkx- 
the soccer teams of 
i, tbs two neighboux- 
i whose eight years of 
sucked Kuwait into 


Graf wins Brighton tourney 


BRIGHTON (AP) — Steffi Gi&f 
captured her 13to tournament ti- 
tle of the year Sunday by defeat- 
ing Monica Seles 7-5, 64 m a 
seesaw final in which each payer 
ran off impressive streaks 

Graf, the top women’/ tennis 
player in the world, cl ped the 
riiamp i Ynithip of tog $256,000 in- 
door tournament in Brighton for 
the second consecutive year. 

The West German jwho earned 
$50,000 with the victory, now has 
won 13 of toe 15 tournaments in 
which she has placed dns year. 
Her only tosses came in the final 
of the French Cjpe n in June to 
Arantxa Sanches and to Gabriela 
Sabatmiin April at Amelia Is- 
land, Florida.* 


“I was not happy with my form 
earlier in the week but today was 
definitely better,” Graf said. 
“But I still made some mistakes 
that are not so usual." 

Graf took a 4-2 lead in the first 
set, but the 15-year-old Seles won 
the nest three games to take a 54 
lead. However, Graf responded 
with a three-game winning streak 
of bn own to claim the set 7-5. 
■ The third-seeded Seles, a 
Yugoslavian who lives in Florida, 
was overpowered for the first six 
games of the second set as Graf 
moved in and started hitting her 
returns earlier. 

Seles fell behind 5-1 in the 
second set, then won three gams 
in a row to pull within 54. But 


after saving one match point on a 
ball that hit the net and fell onto 
Grafs side of toe court, Seles hit 
a service return wide on the 
second match point she faced. 

"Monica made the match very 
difficult for me,” said Graf, who 
defeated Seles 6-0, 6-1 on the 
grass at Wimbledon this summer. 
“She is definitely a great player 
and I had a lot of work to do 
today” 

Seles, who must now focus on a 
mid-week history test at toe 
Bradenton Academy where she 
attends high school, said she was 
pleased into making toe final in. 
Brighton — a tournament she 
had planned to skip imtfi chang- 
ing her mind at tbe last minute. 


Real Madrid sends warning to Milan 


SPANISH champtions Real Mad- 
rid, lambasted fast week by man- 
ager John Toshack for thrar lack 
of com mi tme nt , silenced the cri- 
tics at tbe weekend with a 5-2 
demolition of Sevilla. 

But in Italy, their European 
Cup rivals AC Milan slumped to 
1-0 defeat to lowty Asooli in 
what should have been an easy 


weekend, the Welshman had ac- 
cused his players of lacking drive 
and not working hard enough on 
the pitch. 

This week, he worried instead 
that his players were nervous 
through striving too hard to 
please him. 

Before Saturday, Sevilla's 
Soviet keeper Rinat Dasayev had 


match, while Argentine World let in just six goals. Real’s swoop- 
Cnp captain Diego Maradona ’ ing striker Emili o Bntragueno, 


scored a penalty to keep Napoli 
at toe top unto a 1-1 draw. 

Real, who meet AC Milan 
Wednesday for a place in the 
European -Cup quarter-finals, 
made Toshack a happy man with a 
will that chased away any self- 
doubts still lingering from their 
2-0 first-leg defeat to the Euro- 
pean champions in Milan. 

“Without doubt, today’s 5-2 is 
good enough for me for Wednes- 
day,” Toshack declared after 
Saturday’s game. The previous 


out for the past three weeks with 
an ankle injury, helped bring 
Dasayev’s tally swiftly into dou- 
ble figures. 

His goal marked a joyful return 
to form and sent a direct warning 
to an injury-hit Milan, who were 
left to bear toe wrath of toe 
Italian press for their dismal 
showing. 

“Milan, you’ve got no de- 
fence” yelled the' Gazzetta Delta 
Sprat, a sentiment echoed by the 
team’s keeper Giovanni GaDL 


“Don't blame me. I had no- 
thing to do with it. The defence 
was completely botched up,” he 
told reporters. 

Milan manager Arrigo Sacchi 
bemoaned his injury problems. 
“We are Hke a travelling hospital 
with players who are injured or 
just returning after being out for 
months,” he said. 

Real’s local rivals Atletico 
Madrid also came under fire for 
losing 3-0 to Real Oviedo, then 
third consecutive defeat. 

The team’s form was a poor 
reflection of their earlier prowess 
this season and dumped them 
into Uth place while Oviedo 
went second just two points be- 
hind Real at the top. 

Maradona, celebrating his 29th 
birthday Monday, used toe match 
at Genoa to notch up his fifth 
goal in five games but tbe draw 
trimmed Napoli’s league lead to 
two points. 


UNPAID DUTY CAR FOR SALE 

VOLVO 88 

A Volvo 740 GL, model 1988, beige, black leather seats, 
air-conditioned, power steering, tinted glass, radio recorder, 
central lock and manual gear, five-speed, below 5000 
kilometres, all periodic maintenance at Volvo garage. Car in 
excellent condition. 

For further details, please caff 629571 ' 


-TO ALL ENGLISH BOOKS READERS 

ENGLISH BOOKS SALE AT 
50% DISCOUNT 

IN INTERBOOK BOOKS SELLER 
JABAL AMMAN, 2ND CIRCLE 
AL BUHTR1 STREET, NEAR FRENCH LOAF. 
CHILDREN BOOKS, ISLAMIC BOOKS, 
MIDDLE EAST BOOKS, BEST SELLER, 

PAPER BACK, ART BOOKS. 

DAILY WORKING HOURS 
9-2 P.M., 3:30-8 P.M. 

7 DAYS A WEEK. 
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Kuwaiti officials have been 


and Iran with two soccer teams in 
the tournament wffl help achieve 
the championship's goals. Tbe 
two t eams are in group B of the 
soccer games which also ' include 
Yemen and Guinea. 

Contests will be held in five 
sports — soccer, track and field, 
volleyball, basketball, and band- 
ball — at different venues in 
Kuwait. 

S amar anch addressed the cere- 
mony by commending tbe initia- 
tive of the emir aimed at “bring- 
ing more solidarity among toe 
youth of the world.” 

The Olymnpic chief said; “May 
I say how happy and proud I am 
to be among yon today at the 
opening ceremony of the first 
friendship and peace games unit- 
ing athletes from 45 countries 
from Asia and Africa.” 


Lendl wins ECO title 


ANTWERP, Belgium (AP) — 
Ivan Lendl beat fellow Czech 
MDoslav Medr 6-2, 6-2, 1-6, 64 
Sunday to win the SI ,050,000 
European Community Cham- 
pionship for tbe fifth time in the 
eight-year history erf the exhibi- 
tion event 

The world’s number one player 
earned the $220,000 first pnze, 
relying on his scorching 
forehand and some rare deli c ate 
touches to keep a sullen Medr 
unsettled for most of the m a tc h . 

Medr, ranked 25th in the 
world, only got some momentum 
going in the third set because 
Lendl lost concentration and 
almost rave the set away. 

“Lendl played some of his best 
tennis in toe first two sets,” said 
Medr. 

As soon as Lendl trailed by two 
service breaks in the third set, 
Lendl said he “did not want to 
fight and still lost 7-5. 

“I wanted to save energy,” said 
Lendl, who has been complaining 
of fatigue. 

For Lendl, it was bis fifth win 
in six attempts here. He has yet to 
lose a final on the supreme court 
at the sports palace. 

With his second victory in three 
years he is again on target for the 
$750,000 diamond cup, which 
goes to tbe first player to win the 
event three times m a five-year 
span. 

He won his first gold-and-di- 
amond racket in 1985. 

Defending champion John 
McEnroe has won the three other 
editions of the event, but is still in 
search of a diamond. He Lost in 
the s emifinals against Medr this 
year. 

Despite his opulent record 
here, Lendl still seemed hungrier 
for victory than Medr, who play- 
ed his third losing EC C final. 
Medr left with $150,000. 

In the opening set, Lendl hit 
plenty of forehands for dear win- 


hu Lendl 

nets, and as Medr could not 
control toe range on his back- 
court shots, he sped to a 6-2 win 
in less than half an hour. 

Lendl, winner of nine events 
this year to regain his number one 
ranking, mixed bis powerful 
game with the subtle mop shots 
and surprising changes of pace to 
overwhelm Medr again in the 
second set for another 6-2 win. 

His overwhelming demonstra- 
tion in the first two sets made his 
b ungling in the third all toe more 


' Rather than Medr winning 
points, Lendl seemed bent on 
losing them. He sent drives long 
or wide with wreckless abandon. 
He lost all four of his service 
games to give the set away. The 
crowd of 17,000 af the sports 
palace even whistled him. 

Lendl got his mind on tennis 
again in the fourth set and it 
showed. 

“I knew I was going to play 
better again, and so did he,” said 
Lendl. 

Precision came back slowly and 
he made timely iuns to tbe net to 


Liverpool back on top 


LIVERPOOL (R) — England 
winger John Barnes shot Over- 
pool back to the top of tiie 
English soccer division with the 
only goal of an action-packed 
game against Tottenham Hotspur 
Sunday. 

Barnes slipped the ball under 
Tottenham’s Norwegian goal- 
keeper Erik Thorsvedt in the 25th 
minute but, despite creating 
numerous other cahnces, .Liver- 
pool were unable to find tbe net 
agam. 

The result, though, put them a 
point dear of Merseyside rivals 
Everton with a game in hand and 
their performance suggested that 


FORRENT 

Storage 60nf area, located at Al Shmeisani behind 
U.N.R.W.A. building. 

For more information please contact 
Tel. 685398 or 686967 


LOST 


One Persian male cat behind the Royal Guest 
House, last seen on Sunday October 16th. 

White with green eyes and black tip fur wearing 
brown leather collar and flea collar. 

JD 200 reward given for return. 

Please call 606751 



take Medr’s service game twice 
in three attempts. It was all that 
was needed. 

After losing his first service 

r e of the set, he held on for 
rest of the match. 

He became more careful and 
often simply kept the ball in play 
until Medr would produce an 
unforced error. 

“I was playing too aggressive 
and be was strong in defence,” 
said Medr. 

Medr, who has been suffering 
from a bade injury, lost heart and 
strength along the way and was 
often flatfooted when Lendl win- 
ner sailed by. 



they are intent on making up for 
last May’s disappointment when 
they were pipped for the title by 
Arsenal in the final match of tbe 
season. 

Spurs owed much to the drill 
and bravery of Thorsvedt who 
saved his side from a considerably 
heavier defeat. 

The Norwegian did have one 
lucky escape when he blatantly 
handled toe ball outside his area 
under pressure from Steve 
McMahon bat was not so fortun- 
ate a minute later. - 

Barnes raced onto a magnifi- 
cent through-ball from Republic 
of Ireland midfielder Ray 
Houghton and, with Thorsvedt 
advancing towards him, clipped a 
sweet low shot under the goal- 
keeper’s body. 

Sprus staged a brave second- 
half revival but Liverpool kept 
contral to secure a well-deserved 
victory. 


PASSPORT 

LOST 


Mohammed Isfahan Khan 
S/O Mohammed Azemud- 
din. Bangladeshi national 
have lost passport No: E: 
410321. 

If found please call tel: 
656700. Amman. 


A five-level English conversational 
course designed for speakers of the 
Arabic language 

LEARN TO CONDUCT 


Ul'Kn w i 


“AMERICAN” ENGLISH 

• STUDY AT HOME 

M YOUR SPARE TME 
Increase your English business vocabulary. 
Uadcnaand ihc inside wntings of American 
business. Use ■-»—>* l - t m communicate with 
our {acuity. 

• EASY STEP-BY-STEP 
INSTRUCTION 

Complete set of audio apes included! 

Just complete tiis coupon or FAX us al 
(305) 429-1531 tar more taformaton 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

in Shmeisani, Swelfleh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call Wael Real 
Estate 

Tel: 685342, 681787 


WANTED FOR EMPLOYMENT 

The China Palace Restaurant is in need of: 

1- Waitresses with experience 

2- A female advertising representative with experience 

3- China food cook with experience 

Call In person at the restaurant, opposite the Com- 
modore Hotel, fifth floor. 



FOR SALE 

1988 Mitsubishi: Space wagon, 1800 C.C.* 7 passen- 
gers, DUTY UNPAID, 22,000 km, 
excellent condition. 

For more. Information, please call Tel. No.: 
82341 1 during working hours. 


The National Music Conservatory/ 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
awl 

The French Cultural Centre 


the JAZZ SEXTET DE ROUEN 

Id conc er t 

a variety of Bpt Jazz mask: from the 50’s and the 60’s 
at tbe Royal Caftan] Centre 8 

Tbaraday, November 2, 1989 at S40 p.m. 

Wte avaBaMe Ms 

The Rayai Cultural Centre, tel. G69Q26 

The French Cultural Centra, tel. 636445 

-Babiche. tel. 661322 

International Traders, tel. 661014 

The National Music Conservatory. tel. 687620 

50% reduction (or students Ticket price JD 4 

Thta conceit te organized In cooperation wtth the 
Regency Palace Hotel. 


BRITISH LADIES OF AMMAN- 

Moming meeting — Amra Hotel 
Wednesday Nov. 1-10 am. 
Speaker 

Afternoon meeting — Amra Hotel 
Wednesday Nov. 8-4 p.m. 
Speaker 


CAR FOR SALE DUTY UNPAID 
USED BY A DIPLOMAT 

RANGE ROVER EXCELLENT CONDITION MODEL 1984, 
32,000 KM. 

Additions: airconditioned, electrical roof, velour upholstery, 
4 doors, metallic blue. 

Sale by sealed bid to Mr. East. 

Reserve price JD 7,000 

View at British Embassy, Tel. 823100 Ext 224 
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Trainer 

plane 

crashes 

into U.S. 
carrier 

PENSACOLA, Fkmda (AP) — 
A jet practising take-offs and 
landings crashed into the tower of 
the aircraft carrier Lexington, 
then cartwheeled and burst into 
flames on the flight deck. 

Five were killed and two in- 
jured in the accident Sunday, six 
days before the anniversary of a 
1945 attack by a Japanese kami- 
kaze pilot. 

The two-seater T-2 Buckeye 
jet, based at the naval air station 
m Meridian, Mississippi, crashed 
during the training mission about 
50 kilometres south of Pensacola 
in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The pilot approached too low 
for a landing and deck crewmem- 
bers tried to wave the flier off 
before the crash, according to 
Congressman Earl Hutto of 
Florida. 

The plane hit the tower of the 
46-year-old aircraft carrier, flip- 
ped over and slammed into a row 
of parked planes, said the Con- 
gressman, who was briefed by 
navy officials. 

Aviation fuel immediately 
ignited on the 271 -metre blacktop 
deck, but the fires were quickly 
brought under control. 

The crash caused major dam- 
age to two aircraft on the ship and 
minor to another, said a 

Pentagon spokesman. 

The Learagton, the navy’s old- 
est aircraft carrier, was not dam- 
aged extensively. It was due to 
arrive Monday at its home port in 
Pensacola, said navy offioals. 

The ship has 1,440 crewmem- 
bers and is the navy’s only aircraft 
carrier used exclusively for 

tl 'Mlfilflg. 

After the crash, helicopters 
flew the casualties to hospitals in 
Pensacola and Alabama. 

Commissioned Feb. 17, 1943, 
the Lexington’s planes sank or 
destroyed more than a million 
tonnes of Japanese shipping and 
1,039 enemy aircraft during 
World War il. 

On Nov. 4, 1944, a kamikaze 
attack killed 47 and injured 127 
on the ship. The original crew 
plan to bold a reunion next 
weekend in Pensacola. 

The carrier was dabbed "The 
Blue Ghost” by Japanese prop- 
agandist Tokyo Rose because the 
had reported ft sunk several times 

only to return to battle painted a 
solid Wue-frey colour, unusual in 
wartime when ships are usually 
camouflaged. 
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Supporters of the outlawed African National Congress at the Soweto rally Sunday 

Police probing massive 
pro-ANC rally in Soweto 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Police said Monday they were 
investigating everything said and 
done at the largest anti-govern- 
ment rally in national history to 
determine whether anyone 
should be prosecuted for violat- 
ing security laws. 

“All Hint was sai d and all that 
took place is being studied,” said 
police spokesman Vic Haynes, 
the morning after the welcome 
rally for recently freed African 
National Congress (ANQ lead- 
en drew 70,000 cheering blacks 
to a sooce r stadium at Crown 
Mines, outside Johannesburg. 

Virtually every aspect of the 
Sunday rally — inducting repe- 
ated praise for the ANCs guerril- 
la campaign — violated security 
laws. Newspapers, induding pro- 
government media, called Mon- 
day for Pretoria to abolish laws 
restricting political freedom, 
rather than enforcing them selec- 
tively. 

"The present situation is both 
ridiculous and dangerous, sinoe 
nobody knows what the ANCTs 
position is anymore, and that 
applies particularly to the 
police,” said (he pro-government 
newspaper. The Gtizen. 

In a hint that the government 
may be considering the fiftine 


some national emergency regula- 
tions or other security laws. 
Minister of Law and Order 
Adriaan Vlok said on govern- 
ment-run television Sunday night 
that opportunities must be cre- 
ated for people to express their 
political views in an orderly 
fashion, and that peaceful protest 
provides a needed outlet. 

Speaking in Afrikaans, the lan- 
guage of the group of whites who 
control the government, Vlok 
said ft was important for protes- 
ters to present their grievances so 
the government could give atten- 
tion to them 

“We must be prepared' to ran 
risks,” Vlok said, adding that 
maintaining the states quo is ris- 
kier than allowing mass protest. 

Pretoria gave permission for 
Sunday's rally to take place — 
part of an attempt by President 
F.W. de Klerk to promote black- 
white negotiations on a new con- 
stitution. However, a magistr ate 
warned organisers that speakers 
should avoid promoting ANC. 
aims. 

“We refused,” said Cyril 
Ramanhosa, a union leader and 
one of the main organisers. “The 
ANC lives. It is amongst ns.” 

“Today, the ANC has captured 
centre stage in South Africa,”' 


declared Walter Sisnlu, 77, for- 
mer general secretary of the out- 
lawed movement, in the main 
'address to the cheering, singing, 
dancing throng which filled most 
of the seats in the recently 
opened stadium. 

Police and soldiers set up 
roadblocks nearby and searched 
vehicles, but few security force 
personnel were visible at the sta- 
dium itself. 

From a podium erected be- 
neath huge banners of the ANC 
and the South African Commun- 
ist Party, Sisulnappeared with six 
ANC colleagues freed uncon- 
ditionally from prison Oct. 15. 
All but one had spent at least 25 
years in prison. 

Deafening cheers erupted 
when Sisulu and his colleagues 
slowly rinded the playing field, 
each one walking under an] 
umbrella, behind an hononr' 
guard of 20 young militants, dad 
in Irftfllri uniforms and march in g 
in military style. 

“ANC, ANC,” shouted the 
crowd, many dressed in the 
movement's green, . black and 
gold Colours, or wearing T-shirts 
with the slogan, “ANC fives” and 
the names of the freed prisoners. 


Fresh trouble for Gandhi 
ahead of general elections 


NEW DELHI (R) — Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, a 
tight election in just over three 
weeks, confronted fresh prob- 
lems Monday as his defence 
minister aired disagreeme nt s in 
public and refused a party 
nomination. 

Defence Minister Krishna 
Chandra Pant said he was con- 
cerned at “the revival of state 
party bosstsm and unwarranted 
interference by an inexperienced 
non-political coterie.” 

The broadside was aimed 
directly at Gandhi, whose closest 
advisers are men with little poli- 
tical experience and who came 
into penra fire yeare ago promis- 
ing a democratic party free of the 
old state-based party bosses. 

Gandhi is already in trouble 
over long-standing allegations 
that officials took bribes in the 
$13 billion purchase of artillery 
from Sweden’s Bofors company. 

In a letter to Gandhi, Pant 
refused the inline Congress Par- 
ty’s offer that he ran for parliament 
from New Delhi, a stronghold of 
the opposition Bharatiya Janata 


Party (BJP). 

Pant told a news conference 
Gandhi had approved his running 
from his home constituency of 
Naimtai in Uttar Pradesh state. 
He said a few days ago he was 
suddenly asked to stand in New 
Delhi. 

Pant said he rejected the offer 
because he had already started 
his campaign in Na mi tal. Pant 
won in New Delhi in 1984, but for 
the previous 15 years be stood in 
Nairn tal. 

He said though he would not 
now stand for parliament at all, 
he had not quit his cabinet posi- 
tion or the party despite differ- 
ences with Gandhi. 

Phnt’s decision to go public 
with his quarrel with the party 
and his caustic remarks about 
bow it is run are certain to be a 
major embarrassment to Gandhi, 
its leader. 

Pant said he hoped Gandhi and 
other leaders would take steps to 
cure tiie alfeged problems in Con- 
gress while there was still time. 
The elections are on Nov. 22 and 
24. 


More than 500 seats are at 
stake in the Lower House of 
Parliament — 85 of them in 
Uttar Pradesh — along with Gan- 
dhi’s own political future. 

Many senior Congressmen are 
unhappy with his leadership and 
an election defeat could see 
moves to replace him. A name 
often mentioned as an alternative 
is N.D. Tiwari, chief minister of 
Uttar Pradesh. 

The election challenge to Con- 
gress comes from a confident 
five-party National Front 
alliance, the Hindu revivalist BJP 
and the main Communist Party. 

The usually fractious opposi- 
tion has managed to reach an 
understanding on sharing the 
seats in many constituencies to 
fight Gandhi without splitting the 
ition vote. 

tition leader Visbwanath 
Pratap Singh, who has laun- 
ched a crusade against corrupti- 
on and Gandhi, accused the gov- 
ernment of playing dirty tricks to 
prevent him from filing his 
nomination papers before Mon-' 



Curfew in Phnom Penh as rebels advance 


BANGKOK (Agencies) — 
Cambodia's Vietnamese back- 
ed government is reiniposing a 
curfew in the capital to streng- 
then its figh t against insurgents 
who this month seized a 
strategic western town, a Thai 
newspaper said Monday. 

In a report from Phnom 
Penh, the Nation newspaper 
quoted an unidentified govern- 
ment source as saying the cur- 
few started again Monday. 

“The curfew is a precaution- 
ary measure to hinder infiltra- 
tors’ movements and deal with 
them more effectively,” the 
source was quoted as saying. 

Hus 10 p.m. to 5 aim. curfew 
was lifted in April as the Com- 
munist government took va- 
rious measures to show confi- 
dence in. its 11-year-old battle 

a gaimf the Cn mmpnjst Khmer 


Rouge and two non-Commun- 
ist guerrilla groups. 

Since the Vietnamese troop 
withdrawal in late September, 
however, guerrilla groups have 
claimed a string of battlefield 
successes, particularly the 
Khmer Rouge seizure of Pailin 
in western Battambang pro- 
vince Oct. 22. The Khmer 
Ronge said its forces are 
pushing from P ailin toward the 
provincial capital, also called 
Battambang. 

Vietnam’s troop withdrawal 
has increased concern among 
Phnom Penh citizens of a posa- 
ble return of the Khmer Rouge, 
the Communist fanatics who 
killed hundreds of thousands of 
people in a bid to impose an 
agrarian revolution. Vietnam 
invaded and ended their four- 
year rule in late 1978. 


After a decade of night-time 
quiet following the 1979 cap- 
ture of the capital by the Viet- 
namese bars and discotheques 
har! begun to proliferate. 

They did a roaring trade 
during the withdrawal of Viet- 
namese troops in September, 
which attracted more than 300 
foreign journalists but which 
was the trigger for renewed 
guerrilla attacks. 

"The curfew is a precaution- 
ary measure to... deal with 
them (infiltrators) more effec- 
tively,” the Nation quoted a 
government source as saying. 

The Khmer Rouge, the most 
of the three guerrilla 
ions, said it had captured 
Samlot, an outpost 15 
kilometres from the Thai bor- 
der, well-known as a centre of 
rebellion against the former 


government of Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk. 

Khmer Rouge radio said the 
Samlot district office was cap- 
tured Saturday. The position, 
in a valley overlooked by fore- 
sted hills, is 35 kilometres 
southeast of Pailin, a 
forward position that fen to 
guerrillas on Oct. 22. 

In 1967, peasants from Sam- 
lot, angry over the enforced 
sale of rice to the government 
at below-market levels, rose up 
and attacked military units. They 
were suppressed after a six- 
month straggle. 

The Khmer Rouge, whose 
forces are fighting their way 
towards Battambang. said at 
the weekend it had cut the main 
parallel road and rail lines be- 
tween Battambang . and Phnom 
Penh. 


Spanish Socialists 

retain power with 

razor- thin majority 


MADRID (Agencies) — The 
Socialists scored a thud straight 
electoral victory but Prime Minis- 
ter Felipe Gonzalez's parliamen- 
tary majority dwindled to jnst 
erne seat through defections to the 
left, results showed Monday. 

Analysts credited a four-year 
economic boom and confidence 
in tiie future with pushing the ■ 
Socialist Party over the top in 
Sunday’s general elections. 

However, they said, the gov-, 
enring party’s majority was re- 
duced sharply because organised - 
labour was angered by Gon- 
zalez’s pro-business policies and 
unwillingness to further boost so- 
cial speeding. 

The former labour lawyer who 
first rose to power in 1982 has 
helped give Spain . the fastest 
growing economy in Europe. 

In Sunday’s balloting, the 
Socialists won 176 seats, or 39.55 
per cent of the vote, the mim- 
mam needed for a majority of the 
350 seats in parliament’s powerful 
lower house. They had won 184 
seats in 1986 elections. 

The biggest gains were won by 
the United Left coalition that in- 
cludes thl Communist Party, 
which increased its seats to 17, 
with nine per cent of the vote, 
horn the seven seats in 1986. 

With all votes counted. Interior 
Minister Jose Luis Coicuera also 
announced these results early 
Monday in the Cortes, or lower 
house: the conservative Popular 
Party, 106 seats, 25.83 per cent of 
the vote; the Catalan Converg- 
ence and-Union, 18 seats, five per 
cent; the Democratic and Social 
Centre of former Prime Minister 
Adolfo Suarez, 14 seats, eight per 
cent. 

The Popular Party under 36- 
year-old Jose Maria Aznar, an 


inexperienced former tax collec- 
tor who took over just two 
m onths ago, remained the largest 
opposition force. However, it 
gamed just one seat in this elec- 
tion. 

In the 208-seat Senate, the 
.Socialists won 109 seats, the 
Popular Party 74, the Converg- 
ence and Union 10, the U nited 
Left. one and the Democratic and 
Social Centre three. The remain- ■ 
mg seats went to the smaller 
parties. 

During the camp aign. United 
Left leader Julio Anguita ham- 
mered away at the Socialists, 
saying they had failed to distri- 
bute fairly tiie benefits of the 
country’s newly generated 
wealth. 

The Co mmunis ts won 20 seats 
in 1977 general elections after tiie 
death \two yean earlier of Fran- 
cisco Franco and Spain’s return to 
democracy. However, they had 
suffered- a constant decline until 
Sunday’s vote. 

Gonzalez, a 47-year-old for- 
mer. underground political activ- 
ist during the Franco era, has 
provided the country with 'firm 
leadership, gmdmgit out of near 
bankruptcy in 1982 to solvency 
and a starring, role in the lu- 
nation European Community. 

“With these results, it is possi- 
ble to govern,” tiie prime minis- 
ter said, “and we’re going to do it 
with the same hope mid democra- 
tic attitude we’ve shown since 
1982,” when he swept to victory 
with a landslide. 

Analysts said the United Left 
coalition won the protest vote by 
throwing support behind the na- 
tion’s two largest unions in then- 
bitter battle with the government 
for greater spending on pensions, 
unemployment insurance and 



FdSpe Gonzalez 

for civil servants, 
i the Basque country, the 
Hem Batasuna Party, which is 
regarded as the political arm of 
ETA (Basque Homeland and 
Freedom) and a yardstick of 
popular support for the violent 
separatist group, lost one seat to 
wm four. 

Before the Socialists’ razor- 
thin majority was announced, 
politicians speculated about 
possible pacts. 

Popular Party President Manu- 
el Fraga said his party was pre- 
pared to study a Greek-type 
alliance covering the whole poli- 
tical spectrum against die Social- 
ists. 

Gonzalez had called the poll 
-eight months early. 

He said he needed a renewed 
majority so that a strong govern- 
ment could keep modernising 
Spain to face competition with 
more advanced partners in the 
European Community single 
market after 1992. 


Moscow: Hungary free 
to leave Warsaw 


Rajiv Gandhi 
day's deadline. 

The plane he took to the north- 
ern state of Uttar Pradesh re- 
turned to Delhi after 30 minutes 
because of a telephoned bomb 
threat. 

A search produced no bomb 
but the Vayudoot airline then 
announced a technical snag which 
further delayed take-off. The 
.plane left in time for Singh to file 
by tire 0930 GMT deadline, when 
nominations closed. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Kremlin would not object if 
Hungary chose to leave the War- 
saw Pact or East Germany chose 
to reunite' with West Germany, 
Soviet officials said Sunday. 

A senior official under Presi- 
dent George Bush expressed sur- 
prise at the comments, by Soviet 
party spokesman Nikolai Shishlin 
and Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Gennadi Gerasimov. Previously, 
Soviet and Hungarian officiais 
have stressed that Hungary would 
stay in tire Kremlin-led Warsaw 
Pact roilftaiy alliance. 

The Soviet statements followed 
a declaration by President 
Mikhail Gorbachev last week his 
nation had no moral right to 
interfere with changes underway 
in tiie Soviet bloc nations of 
Eastern Europe. 

Goibachev alto declared a wil- 
lingness to dissolve tire Warsaw 
Pact if tire West disbands the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO), a step the Bush 
administ ration has rejected as an 
effort to cut U.S. influence in 
Europe. 

Shishlin, appearing on the 
ABC television network prog- 
ramme “This Week with David 
Brinkley,” was asked whether the 
i Soviet Union would object if 
Hungary decided to leave the 
Warsaw Pact. 


“We respect the Hungarian 
choice, anyhow. We are not 
afraid of th esc changes,” Shishlin 
said. 

Asked whether Hungary was 
“free to leave tire Warsaw Pact,” 
Shishlin replied: “Surely. But you 
know that Hungarian officials de- 
clared dial they are ready to be in 
the Warsaw Pact, until now.” 

. Yevgeniy Primakov, chairman 
of the Supreme Soviet and a 
member of the poKtiniro of tire 
Soviet Communist Party, was 
asked a similar question on CBS 
“Face tire Nation.” 

“We adhere very strictly to the 
non-interference in internal 
affairs. We ‘proceed from the 
premise that every country, every 
state and every people have tire 
right of choice,” said Primakov, 
also voting the United States. 

Poland, which has just been 
elected a non -Communist as 
prime minister, has said ft will 
remain in the pact, but Hungary 
has not yet made a new policy 
public. 

Asked if the Soviet Union 
would send in troops if East 
Germany wanted to withdraw 
from tire Warsaw Pact, Primakov 
said, “No, I don’t think anyone 
would send troops there.” 

“But I do not think that the 
interests of many countries posh 
them to leaving the Warsaw Trea- 


ty organisation.'’ he said. 

In a separate interview on the 
Brinkley show, U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State for European 
Affairs Raymond Seitz said a 
break-up of tiie Warsaw Pact 
would not lead to the demise of 
NATO. 

“I think NATO has a rather 
important political role and not 
simply a military dimenaon, so I 
can see NATO enduring for quite 
some time.” 

Shishlin, asked about tire right 
of E ast Germans to claim 
citizenship in West Germany and 
demands for the dismantling of 
tire Beilin Wall, said, “I hope 
that everything will be change d.” 

“Yon see these events in East 
Germany and we do understand 
the meaning of these events,” he 
said. 

Shishlin also appeared to leave 
the door open to reunification of 
West and East Germany. 

In light of the turmoil in East 
Germany, Shishlin said: “No- 
body can predict what will hap- 
pen. And I am sure that this 
situatibn should be changed and 
it win be changed.” 

. “How wfll it be changed?,” 
Shishlin was asked. 

“By the right of choice,” he 
replied. 


Manila orders crackdown 
on Communist squads 


: MANILA (R) — The 
i ordered a crackdown on 
munist death squads in Manila 
Monday to bead off murders dur- 
ing President Corazon Aquino’s 
visit to the United States and 
Canada next week. 

Defence Secretary Fidel 
Ramos claimed the guerrillas had 
lined np senior Philippine govern- 
ment and military officials, U.S, 
servicemen and vital public in- 
stallations as targets for attack. 

“The (rebels) plan to intensify 
their terroristic activities, eyeing 
sensitive political targets ... to 
embarrass the government espe- 
cially during President Aquino’s 
visit to Canada and the. United 
States “on Nov. 4-11, Ramos 
said. 

Suspected rebels shot dead a 
Philippine soldier Monday in the 
latest guerrilla ambush in tire 
capital. 

Edgardo Flores, a military in- 
telligence agent, was driving to 
work when three young men shot 
him at point blank range as he 
slowed his car at a street intersec- 
tion. The killers took his unfired 
gun and casually walked Off into a 
crowd of onlookers, police said. 

About 70 soldiers, policemen 
and officials have been killed tins 
year in Manila rtreet attacks by 
leftist death squads, nicknamed 


“Sparrows” for their speed. Pre- 
vious victims included U.S. Army 
Colonel James Rowe, two Manila 
police commanders, and several 
police officers. 

The rebels have demanded tire 
removal of U.S. military bases in 
the country and dawn Washing- 
ton has increased its military aid 
to Manila to bolster its war 
against the 20-year old Commun- 
ist insurgency. 

Ramos ordered the “intensi- 
fication of military operations” 
against urban guerrillas and 


Agrarian Reform Secretary 
Miriam Santiago said Monday the 
government would use troops if 
necessanr to gain control of 
33,000 hectares of farm land 
which rebels had seized and dis- 
tributed to supporters. 

Santiago - is supervising a gov- 
ernment land redistribution prog- 
ramme to ease poverty in the 
countryside and defuse peasant 
unrest, which has fuelled the in- 


360^0 00 pesos ($17,000) for the 
capture of rebel officers in the 
capital. 

Two rebels on the wanted list. 
Kit Belmonte and Demetrio Aba- 
niel, are suspected of involve- 
ment in Rowe’s murder last 
April. 

Ramos said the planned rebel 
ca mpai g n of violence coincidence 
with an escalation of Communist 
propaganda in tiie Philippines 
and abroad designed to offset 
guerrilla losses such as the recent 
capture of several rebel leaders in 
Manila. 

Ramos stud the militar y had 
either killed or captured 42 top 
Communist cadres this year, 
causing dissensions in' rebel 
ranks. 


In dnezon Province, 206 
kilometres south of Manila, gov- 
ernment forces killed six rebels in 
a gun battle in San Francisco 
municipality Sunday. No military 
casualties were reported. 

The military said 59 rebels and 
about 2,300 supporters surren- 
dered and pledged loyalty to the 
government in ceremonies Sun- 
day in Misaims Occidental and 
Zamboanga Del Sur provinces cm 
Mindanao Island, 800 kilometres 

SOOth Of Manila _ 

Aquino, who has vowed to 
defeat the insurgency before the 
end of her term in 1992, has 
launched a reconciliation prog- 
ramme for rebels, offering them 
livelihood projects as well as cash 
fbrnms they turn in: ' " 

Toe mfiftary estimates rebel 
strength nationwide at about 
23,000 fighters. 



Minister discuss 
imaginary 
artichoki 


BRUSSELS (R) — European 
Community (EC) ministers 
argued for an hour Sunday over 
tariff concessions on Third World 
artichokes before discovering de- 
veloping countries do not grow 
them, diplomats said. Spain and 
Italy refused to expose their far- 
mers to the threat of competition 
from 55 African, Caribbean and 
Pacific (ACP) countries mail EC 
development Commissionef 
Manuel Marin told , the ministers 
that ACP members did not grow 
artichokes. 

Tina Turner lives 
like a monk, almost 

NEW YORK (AP) — Singer 
Tina Turner, who turns 50 Nov. 
26, says she’s a prac t i sing Buddh- 
ist who lives ■ “like a monk,” 
doesn’t like being a sex symbol 

and ftalrffs DO dlUgS — DOt CVeO 
a spirin . “I live a very quiet life,”' 
Turner said in a recent interview. 
“There’s no television, no music 
blaring. I live like a monk, 
almost. A monk with red lips, 
short dresses and big hair.” She 
went on: “I have at times given 
off the image of raunchy, rock 
sell but I’ve tried to turn 
that energy into something posi- 
tive! But I wish it could have been 
nicer in some way. Maybe I feel- 
that way because I am an older 
woman who is grown np. Young 
girls, they like all of that crazy 
image stuff.” Turner said that 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis “is 
the lady I would have most liked 
to have been.” Turner said that 
she was impressed by Onassis’ 
manners*. 

Mayoral race in 
the 'gutter 1 

NEW YORK (AP) — Republi- 
can mayoral candidate Rudolph 
Gnitiam says the mayor’s race has 
reached a new low, riling a report 
that said he did not report owning 
tire $250,000 apartment his 
mother lives in or tiie rent she 
paid him. Giuhani said Sunday he 
was “bring attacked for trying to 
help my mother... I really think 
the campaign has gotten Into the 
kind of gutter ft doesn’t belong, 
in.” The Republican faces Demo- 
crat David Dinkins in the Nov. 7 
general election, a week from 
Tuesday in a bid to replace three- 
term Mayor Ed Koch. A radio 
network. Empire State Network 
News, said Giuliani had not listed 
the co-operative apartment as an 
asset in a financial disclosure. 

, The mother’s apart- 

ment is adjacent to his own upper 
East Side apartment. Giuliani’s 
campaign manager, Peter Pow- 
ers, said it was not listed because 
Giuliani considered it part of his 
residence but later amended the 
form and listed the $1,400 his 
mother paid him in rent. In light 
of the report, Powers called on 
Dinkins to explain why the 
Democrat is living in a city-subsi- 
dised apartm ent when he is a 
self-admitted millionaire. 

Basinger tops 
sexiest stars list 

NEW YORK ( AP) — Actor Mel 
Gibson and actress Kim Basinger 
topped U.S. magazine’s list of 
sexiest stars, followed by actor 
Toro Cruise and actress MkheDe 
Pfeiffer. Other women on the fist 
were “When Harry Met Sally” 
star Meg Ryan, singer Cher, ac- 
tress Kathleen Turner, model 
Christie Brinkley, actress Pariah 
Fawcett, actress Jaclyn Smith,' 
singer Madonna and Donna 
L Mills, who just left the CBS series 
“Knots Landing” after nine sea- 
sons. The top ten men included 
Kevin Costner, Dennis Qaaid, 
Patrick Swayze, Mark Harmon, 
.Tom Selleck, Harrison Ford,- 
Rob Lowe and Kurt Russell. 
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